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How we got here 



Science and society



Responsible AI in a changing world

• Must prioritise digital inclusion so that technological progress does 
not increase social and economic inequalities.

• Implementation requires transparency, accuracy, and algorithmic 
accountability to prevent the spread of misinformation.

• Definition requires balancing economic innovation with the 
mitigation of severe societal risks, particularly workplace 
displacement.

• Should be integrated into learning environments to narrow digital 
divides; increase information access and combat fake news; while 
integrating traditional knowledge systems



Policy context

• 1996 White Paper on S&T set the scene

• 2015 SES and subsequent plans

• 2019 White Paper on STI: To support a science-literate 

and science-aware society by increasing (i) the reach of 

awareness initiatives and (ii) access to S&T information

• To achieve this, the WP advocated for:

➢ ‘Indicators to measure the success of science engagement’

➢ A regular survey (5-year cycle) on public perceptions of science’

• HSRC mandated to conduct the survey (2022 → 2027)



Indicators and measures



Conceptual framework 



Methodology



Map of 500 sampled SALs



Views of science

2022



Views of technology
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2022



Key findings



Science knowledge index
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Knowledge of and interest in priority S&T



Interest, Awareness & Pride in South African S&T
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Attitudes towards modern S&T



Attitudes towards traditional S&T
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Trust in scientists
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Confidence in S&T information
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Amount of S&T information received
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S&T news sources
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Trust in S&T news sources
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Academic engagement



Attendance-based engagement



Community-based engagement

Overall low 

participation



Information sharing



Socio-demographic characteristics

Greater knowledge 
and interest

• Higher educational 
attainment

• Higher SES

• Employed

• Younger

• Urban formal

More positive 
attitudes

• Higher educational 
attainment

• Higher SES

• Employed

• Younger

• Urban formal

Greater 
engagement

• Higher educational 
attainment

• Higher SES

• Employed

• Younger

• Urban formal

• Various characteristics related to S&T knowledge, 

attitudes and engagement 

Overall patterns influenced by SES factors 



SAPRS fingerprintIndicator Sub-Indicator measures
Average 
Score

Interest

Environmental concern 72

Interest in science areas 67

General interest in S&T 58

Knowledge

Environmental knowledge 67

Perceived knowledge of science areas 61

Formal science knowledge 60

Promise & 

Reservation

Reservation of S&T 69

Promise of S&T 68

Promise of traditional S&T 62

Trust

Trust in S&T information from universities 68

Trust in work of scientists 69

Transformation of cultures in science organisations 59

Trust in S&T information sources 58

Trust in government evidence-based decision making 50

S&T 

Information

Daily usage of the internet 50

Exposure to S&T news 42

Consumption of S&T news 39

Science 

Engagements

Exposure to STEM subjects 56

S&T information sharing 37

Use of online apps 32

Community-based  engagement 23

Attraction-based event attendance 23

Pride & 

Promise

Promise of S&T skills for young people 78

Pride in SA S&T achievement 66

Valuing S&T  experiences 67

Govt spending on R&D is too low 49

SA achievement better than rest of world 36

SAPRS fingerprint



An engaged South African public



Bridging the gap

• Addressing key gaps driven by socioeconomic status, 

educational attainment, and rural-urban divides.

• Translate technical concepts into all 12 official 

languages to break down linguistic barriers and 

democratise information access.

• Expand affordable digital 

channels, public Wi-Fi, 

and data-free platforms.

• Shift to community-led 

engagement 



SAPRS outputs



SAPRS webpage

Thank You 
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