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Dr Thierry M. Luescher is Director of Postgraduate Studies and Researcher Development at the University of Cape Town and Adjunct Professor of Higher Education Studies at Nelson Mandela University. He is an internationally recognised higher education scholar specialising in student politics, student affairs, university governance, postgraduate and research education and comparative higher education in Africa.

He holds a PhD in Political Studies from UCT and is an NRF C1-rated researcher.
Luescher's research interests include student politics in Africa, academic freedom, higher education transformation, the scholarship of research education and the development of African universities. He welcomes collaboration in these areas.
Luescher has held senior research and leadership positions at the Human Sciences Research Council and South African universities. His publications include #FeesMustFall and Its Aftermath (HSRC Press, 2022), Reflections of South African Student Leaders, 1994–2017 (African Minds, 2020) and Rupture and Innovation in African Universities (AISA Press, forthcoming).

