7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878364]Ms Tyebakazi Madiba- Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)


2. Session Title:
	Responsible and Effective Use of Text-Based Generative AI Tools Across the Research Lifecycle


3. Date and Time of Session:
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878399]31 July 2026
Duration: 90 minutes.



4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	•  Identify where text-based generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT, Claude and Elicit) genuinely help across the research lifecycle, sourcing literature, summarising papers, and drafting  and where they should not be trusted.
•  Apply a simple structure, the P·R·O·M·P·T checklist, to write clearer prompts, and verify AI outputs, especially citations, before relying on them.
•  Recognise the main integrity and equity risks for African research, fabricated references and hallucinations, disclosure requirements, participant-data protection, bias, and the under-representation of African scholarship — and know a few practical safeguards.



4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	90 minutes · a short foundations segment, then four input sections, each with a hands-on activity
00:00 – 00:06   (6 min)   Welcome, framing, and opening Mentimeter poll: “What do you use AI for in your research?”
00:06 – 00:16   (10 min)  Foundations,  what these tools are and how fast they are moving: a working definition, the recent leap in capability (IQ benchmarks and the levels toward AGI), the key terms you will hear, safe-account basics, and the scale of adoption across the Global South.
00:16 – 00:26   (10 min)  Section 1: Where text-based genAI helps, and using it well: which tool for which task, the evidence on over-trusting AI, and four principles that survive every tool.
00:26 – 00:34   (8 min)   ACTIVITY 1: Research Ethics Quiz (Mentimeter): disclosure, authorship and participant data, then discussion.
00:34 – 00:46   (12 min)  Section 2:  Prompting for research and structured writing: a prompt is a brief, the four moves, the P·R·O·M·P·T checklist, and a weak prompt rebuilt into a clear one, shown live.
00:46 – 00:54   (8 min)   ACTIVITY 2: Structured Memo Writing: rebuild a weak prompt from your own work into a clear brief, and post it in the chat.
00:54 – 01:04   (10 min)  Section 3:  Sourcing literature and summarising papers with AI, and their limits.
01:04 – 01:12   (8 min)   ACTIVITY 3: Using AI to Source Literature (Elicit), and ACTIVITY 4, Generating an AI Summary of a Paper (NotebookLM): demonstrated, with a follow-along or take-home step for each.
01:12 – 01:24   (12 min)  Section 4:  The risks, in brief: fabricated citations, hallucinations, bias, whose scholarship trained the tools, and disclosure and participant-data protection.
01:24 – 01:30   (6 min)   Closing Mentimeter reflection:  “one thing you will do differently” — and open Q&A.



5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☒ Poll or quiz (menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☐ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☒ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☒ Other: Mentimeter opening/closing polls and ethics quiz; four hands-on activities (ethics quiz, structured-memo rebuild, Elicit sourcing, NotebookLM summary); live chat votes; take-home tasks; open Q&A
5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	•  Opening and closing Mentimeter polls. The first sets a baseline of current AI use; the last asks for one thing each participant will do differently. The movement between them is the clearest signal of learning.
•  The Research Ethics Quiz (Activity 1) doubles as a live check: the answer spread on each question shows immediately whether the disclosure and data-protection points have landed.
•  The Structured Prompt activity produces visible evidence, participants post their rebuilt prompts in the chat, so it is clear whether the structure has been understood.
•  Live Q&A throughout, with the literature-sourcing and paper-summary activities offered as follow-along demonstrations or take-home tasks depending on time.



 6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." Please indicate how you will incorporate a discussion of AI in your session. This may include a brief introduction, example, demonstration, or reflection of how AI tools are shaping research. 
How do you plan to introduce, discuss, or demonstrate AI tools in your session? 
	This whole session is about using text-based generative AI tools well in research. I demonstrate three or four tools live on real research tasks, sourcing literature, summarising a paper, and drafting,  and I deliberately show where they fail, especially fabricated citations and hallucinations.
We also discuss, briefly and practically, a question the Academy theme raises: these tools have read very little African scholarship, so their default answers under-cite our work and can carry bias. I show two simple habits that push back, prompting for local sources, and always verifying citations against the original.



Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	Short and practical
•  DSFSI Lab AI Manifesto (a short, values-based statement from a South African research lab): https://www.dsfsi.co.za/blog/dsfsi-lab-ai-manifesto/ 
•  A university AI guide, for a policy example — UCT (https://cilt.uct.ac.za/teaching-resources/artificial-intelligence-teaching-learning ) 
•  The AI/genAI policy of one journal in research https://www.wiley.com/en-us/publish/article/ai-guidelines/ 
For deeper readers or watchers (optional)
•  A short semi-academic paper on generative AI and research, e.g. PNAS: https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2314021121 
•  A local initiative — the Esethu Framework https://waywithwords.ai/esethu 
Optional 10-minute pre-task
•  Ask any chatbot for five key sources on your own topic. Save the list without checking it, and bring it.



6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participates will require e.g., STATA, Atlas.ti, Mendeley – and whether a free version is available
	No paid software is required, and no account is needed to follow the session every tool is demonstrated on screen. To take part hands-on, please set up two or three free accounts in advance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before you create any account,  please note
•  Be aware of how each tool may use what you type in. Do not paste personal information, participant data, or unpublished work, and check your organisation’s rules on which tools you may use.
Tools we use (free tiers; pick two or three)
•  A general chatbot, ChatGPT, Claude or Gemini, for prompting and drafting.
•  Elicit, for sourcing literature from real published papers.
•  NotebookLM, for summarising papers you upload yourself (answers stay anchored to your document).
Presenter side only
•  Mentimeter, for the polls and the ethics quiz. Participants just need a browser.



