7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878364]Shirin Motala
Bongiwe Mncwango 
Stewart Ngandu 
Penelope Nkateko Chauke 


2. Session Title:
	Unlocking Research Funds: Mastering the Art of Finding Research Funding and Writing Winning Research Proposals


3. Date and Time of Session:
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878399]28 July 2026. 09:00 - 13:00



4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	· Identify and evaluate suitable grant opportunities that align with your research goals,  expertise and institutional capabilities.
· Understanding the scope of work for developing a funding proposal that meets funder criteria.
· Understand the different components of writing winning proposals and how to structure them effectively.
· Budgeting for research proposal aligned to the scope of work
· Packaging Grant Proposals for Submission



4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	1. Introduction (Introduction to Team, Training Focus and Approach and Session Objectives, participant experience and challenges with Research Fundraising Raising and proposal development
2. Where to look for research funding opportunities?
3. What are the different types of research funding opportunities available?
4. Evaluating a Call for Proposal (CfP), assessing your eligibility, alignment with your research expertise and interest and institutional capacity considerations. 
5. Developing a Funding Proposal 
6. Budgeting Development and Justification: Reflecting on lessons for successful budgeting, key elements to include in a budget, justification of the budget line items
7. Packaging Proposals 
8. Using AI in Research Fund Mobilisation 
9. Wrap up (10 min) (Key take ways, overview of resources and links to resources provided, 



5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☒ Poll or quiz (Menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☒ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☐ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☒ Other: Questions and answers in the chat and during the session 

5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	Quiz, Menti exercises, Reflections on the exercises 



 6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." 
· Use of AI for searching for research funding opportunities. 
· Editing proposals for language, spelling, grammar and enhancing the proposal. 
· Check if the proposal is comprehensive and responds to the Call for Proposals 
· Review budget against scope of work 
This will be integrated into the various sections of the workshop
Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	· List of Funding Resources and links; 
· Fundraising guides
· Templates – budget templates, gantt chart, generic proposal template.



6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participants will require whether a free version is available
	AI Tools – free versions




