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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr Mbuzeleni Hlongwa is a Senior Research Specialist in the Public Health, Societies and Belonging division at the Human Sciences Research Council and an Honorary Lecturer in the School of Nursing and Public Health at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). He holds a PhD in Public Health from UKZN. His research focuses on HIV prevention and care, particularly among men - alongside health systems, service delivery, and social determinants of health in resource-limited settings. He has authored over 60 peer-reviewed publications and has more than 30 national and international conferences. Dr Hlongwa is an NRF-rated researcher and a recipient of the NRF Research Excellence Award and UKZN’s Top 10 Young Researcher Award (2024).

Trisha Ramraj is a Senior Scientist in the HIV and Other Infectious Diseases Research Unit at the South African Medical Research Council (SAMRC). She holds a Master of Public Health from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. She has over 19 years of experience in clinical and public health research, with expertise in project management, maternal and child health, HIV prevention, and prevention of mother-to-child transmission. She has contributed to several multicentre clinical trials and public health studies, including TB/HIV clinical trials and national and district-level evaluations of South Africa's PMTCT programme. She currently serves as Project Manager for the PedMAb1-Ex clinical trial, overseeing study implementation, regulatory compliance, operational coordination, and data quality. 

	
	
	



