7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878364]Annsilla Nyar Ndlovu 
Joleen Steyn Kotze


2. Session Title:
	Understanding & Embracing the Academic Publication ‘Journey’: Speed Bumps, U-Turns, Potholes and all.


3. Date and Time of Session:
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878399]31 July 2026. 14:00-16h00 



4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	· Demystify the academic publishing process and build the resilience needed to navigate it successfully.
· Identify the most suitable paper and publication outlet for your data or research idea.
· Develop a clear academic voice and write concise, compelling articles that meet editors’ expectations.



4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	· This session is divided into two segments focusing on the academic publication journey, responsible use of AI, and the development of scholarly author identity.
First hour: Navigating the academic publication journey (Annsilla)
· Introduction: Understanding the academic publication journey (5 minutes)
General guidelines for navigating academic publishing and recognising that AI may support—but cannot replace—scholarly judgement.
· A Starting Point: Personal attributes necessary for publication (10 minutes)
Exploring resilience, perseverance, curiosity, openness to feedback and ethical responsibility.
· Mapping the academic publication process (10 minutes)
A diagrammatic overview from developing an idea and selecting a journal to peer review, revision and publication.
· Breakout-room discussion: Where am I in the journey? (10 minutes)
Participants identify their current stage, key challenges and areas where AI might responsibly support their progress.
· Pro Tips from established published researchers (10 minutes)
Practical advice on journal selection, responding to reviewers, managing rejection and maintaining momentum.
· AI and academic publishing: The scholarship remains yours (5 minutes)
Introducing AI as a tool for clarifying, challenging and refining scholarly work, while retaining author accountability.
· Conclusion: Distilling our learning together (10 minutes)
Participants identify one insight and one practical action for progressing their publication journey.
Second Hour: Developing the paper and the author (Joleen)
· Introduction: Scholarly communication and finding the right fit (10 minutes)
Understanding different forms of scholarly communication and identifying how a dataset, argument or idea might best be developed.
· What is the best fit for me? (10 minutes)
Group exploration of review articles, conceptual papers and empirical research papers.
· Reflective exercise: What makes a good paper? (10 minutes)
A Slido word cloud exploring participants’ perceptions of quality, clarity, originality and scholarly contribution.
· Using AI selectively across the article journey (10 minutes)
Exploring responsible uses of AI to frame, draft, strengthen and polish an article, including effective contextual prompting.
· What editors are—and are not—looking for (10 minutes)
Examining originality, fit, coherence, methodological rigour and contribution, alongside common reasons for rejection.
· Who am I as a writer—and what do I want to communicate? (10 minutes)
Reflecting on academic voice, scholarly identity and retaining authorship when using AI. The session concludes with the “human-author test”: participants should be able to explain, verify and defend every claim, citation and sentence they submit.





5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☒ Poll or quiz (menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☒ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☐ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☐ Other: ________________________________________
5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	Live Q&A, usage of the Chat Function plus Short reflection in breakout rooms



 6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." Please indicate how you will incorporate a discussion of AI in your session. This may include a brief introduction, example, demonstration, or reflection of how AI tools are shaping research.
 
How do you plan to introduce, discuss, or demonstrate AI tools in your session?
	AI will be introduced as a responsible scholarly support tool rather than a substitute for authorship. Participants will explore how AI can help frame ideas, structure drafts, test arguments, anticipate reviewer questions and improve clarity. The session will emphasise retaining academic voice, verifying all claims and references, protecting confidential data, following journal disclosure policies and accepting full responsibility for the submitted article.




Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	Pre-reading is not necessary for this module on academic publication. All that is required is (a) an appetite for knowledge about academic publication and (b) the willingness to engage.  To help participants explore their scholarly voice after the session, they may do the following self-study activities:
· Braintenance Values Exercise
· Understanding the Why of our Goals  Worksheet



6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participants will require e.g., STATA, Atlas.ti, Mendeley – and whether a free version is available
	N/A



