7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	Dr Stellah Lubinga (UP)


2. Session Title:
	Artificial Intelligence (AI): Use in Research and the Ethical Implications


3. Date and Time of Session:
	31 July 2026. 09:00 – 10:30


 
4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	• Explain the opportunities and limitations of AI across the research lifecycle.
 • Critically evaluate ethical issues, including transparency, bias, authorship, privacy and research integrity.
 • Demonstrate responsible use of generative AI tools to enhance literature reviews, academic writing and data analysis while complying with institutional and publisher guidelines.


 
4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	10 min: Introduction and AI in contemporary research
 20 min: AI across the research lifecycle (problem identification, literature review, methods, analysis, writing)
 20 min: Live demonstrations (ChatGPT, Consensus, Elicit, Scite, Connected Papers)
 20 min: Ethical implications, institutional policies and publication guidance
 15 min: Interactive case scenarios and discussion
 5 min: Reflection, key takeaways and Q&A


 
5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☐ Poll or quiz (menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☐ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☐ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☐ Other: Ask questions.
5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	☑ Poll (Mentimeter)
 ☑ Live demonstrations
 ☑ Small-group ethical case discussions
 ☑ Interactive Q&A using Slido


 
 6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." Please indicate how you will incorporate a discussion of AI in your session. This may include a brief introduction, example, demonstration, or reflection of how AI tools are shaping research.
 
How do you plan to introduce, discuss, or demonstrate AI tools in your session?
	Learning will be assessed through live polling, scenario-based ethical decision exercises, short reflective prompts, participant questions during demonstrations, and a closing knowledge check using Mentimeter.


 
Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	The session places AI at its centre by demonstrating how researchers can responsibly integrate generative AI throughout the research process. Participants will compare outputs from multiple AI tools, evaluate their strengths and limitations, identify ethical risks (including hallucinations, bias, copyright, confidentiality, authorship, and academic integrity), and discuss responsible disclosure practices consistent with major publisher guidance.
 
Readings:
UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence (selected sections on responsible AI). https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137 
Kasneci, E., et al. (2023). ChatGPT for good? On opportunities and challenges of large language models for education. Learning and Individual Differences, 103, 102274. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lindif.2023.102274 
 
Thaldar D, Botes M, Badru A, Chenia HY, Duma S, Dlamini SB, Amin N, Hugo W, Govender R, Bruce-Brand J, Vosloo A, Koorbanally NA and Chuturgoon A (2025). Generative AI governance in higher education: A case study from Africa. Frontiers in Political Science. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2025.1666661  
 
Waddington, L., de Blacquiere-Clarkson, R. & Olojede, H.T. Ethical frameworks for generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) in higher education: integrating Western and African perspectives. AI Ethics 6, 276 (2026). https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-025-00937-9 


 
6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participates will require e.g., STATA, Atlas.ti, Mendeley – and whether a free version is available
	Software: Web browser, ChatGPT (free version sufficient), Elicit (free tier), Consensus (free tier), Scite (limited free access), Connected Papers (free tier), Mentimeter (participant access via browser). No installation required; stable internet connection recommended.




