7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878364]Dr Il-haam Petersen
Dr Nicole van Rheede


2. Session Title:
	Visual methods in research (photo-voice, digital storytelling)


3. Date and Time of Session:
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878399]29 July 2026. 11h00 - 13h00 (Track C - Advanced)



4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	· Understand the principles, applications and ethical considerations of photovoice and digital storytelling as common participatory visual research methods 
· Design and implement the basic components of a digital story or photovoice project
· Critically reflect on the use of images and video clips in knowledge (co-) production



4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	1. Welcome and overview of the session – 5 min 
Question for participants to complete before the session: 
What brings you to this session on participatory visual methods (photovoice and digital storytelling? Use this Menti link to share your response (https://www.menti.com/alevgnz3g7ec) or go to Menti.com and enter this code: 4664 6997.

2. Brief introduction to photovoice and digital storytelling as examples of participatory visual research methods:
2.1. Introduction to participatory visual methods (15 min)
2.2. Ethical considerations (10 min)
2.3. What is Photovoice? (10 min)
2.4. What is Digital storytelling? (15 min)
2.5. Practical considerations – Which methods to use when? Designing the prompt. (10 min)

3. Practical activity – 30 min (two breakaway groups, participants select one) 

Imagine that you are a researcher exploring the question: ‘What key moments and experiences do students identify as pivotal in shaping their educational and career aspirations?’ 

You would like to use digital storytelling or photovoice as a research method. This is the guiding prompt you create: ‘What shaped your decision to pursue tertiary education?’
· Photovoice: Take or share photos that show the places, people, objects, or moments that influenced your choice.
· Digital Storytelling: Tell a TRUE story about an experience or moment that influenced the path you decided to take.

Before taking the prompt into the field, you will test it on yourself to see how open, clear, and rich the responses are.
· Select a visual/mental anchor: Look through the photos on your phone or think of a specific image or object that represents a key moment, influence, or turning point when you started your tertiary studies.
· Jot down notes: Briefly note what the image shows and why it stands out to you in relation to the research question.
[Bring this photo/image/object to the session.]

4. Discussion (20min): 
Co-producing, analysing, writing-up and sharing visual stories as data 
Using AI to create images and story scripts

5. Closing reflections – 5 min



5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☒ Poll or quiz (menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☒ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☐ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☐ Other: ________________________________________
5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	Mini quiz or feedback tool  
Live Q&A


6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." Please indicate how you will incorporate a discussion of AI in your session. This may include a brief introduction, example, demonstration, or reflection of how AI tools are shaping research. 
How do you plan to introduce, discuss, or demonstrate AI tools in your session?
	The session will include a discussion of the use of AI to prepare responses to photovoice and digital storytelling prompts/guiding questions, and in creating the visual materials. 



Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	Preparation:
Imagine that you are a researcher exploring the question: ‘What key moments and experiences do students identify as pivotal in shaping their educational and career aspirations?’ 

You would like to use digital storytelling or photovoice as a research method. This is the guiding prompt you create: ‘What shaped your decision to pursue tertiary education?’
· Photovoice: Take or share photos that show the places, people, objects, or moments that influenced your choice.
· Digital Storytelling: Tell a TRUE story about an experience or moment that influenced the path you decided to take.

Before taking the prompt into the field, you will test it on yourself to see how open, clear, and rich the responses are.
· Select a visual/mental anchor: Look through the photos on your phone or think of a specific image or object that represents a key moment, influence, or turning point when you started your tertiary studies.
· Jot down notes: Briefly note what the image shows and why it stands out to you in relation to the research question.

Please email your images and notes to Il-haam Petersen (ipetersen@hsrc.ac.za) by 28 July 2026. Bring this photo/image/object to the session.


Pre-reading and resources:
· Photo-voice and digital storytelling examples
The session will draw on examples from these research studies:
· university-community engagement (photo-voice) https://hsrc.ac.za/about-cestii/policy-related-indicator-development/ 
· innovation in the informal sector (digital storytelling) https://informalbizinnovationhub.hsrc.ac.za/ 
· community safety (digital storytelling) file:///C:/Users/ipetersen/Downloads/WhatWeLiveWithEveryDayIsNotRightFINALREPORT.pdf 
· Gillian F. Black & Mary Chambers. (2019). The practice and ethics of participatory visual methods for community engagement in public health and health science. The Global Health Network. https://www.livelihoods.org.za/beta/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/The-Practice-and-Ethics-of-Participatory-Visual-Methods-for-Community-Engagement-in-Public-Health-and-Health-Science.pdf 
· Gillian F. Black, Alun Davies, Dalia Iskander & Mary Chambers. (2018). Reflections on the ethics of participatory visual methods to engage communities in global health research, Global Bioethics, 29:1, 22-38, DOI: 10.1080/11287462.2017.1415722. Link: https://www.livelihoods.org.za/beta/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Reflections-on-the-ethics-of-participatory-visual-methods-to-engage-communities-in-global-health-research.pdf 





6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participates will require e.g., STATA, Atlas.ti, Mendeley – and whether a free version is available
	None



