7th African Research Scholar Academy 
Presenter Session Plan Form
Thank you for contributing to the Academy! Please complete the form below to help us ensure a dynamic, engaging, and well-structured learning experience for participants.
1. Presenter Name(s):
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878364]Dr Joleen Steyn Kotze


2. Session Title:
	Developing your Scholarly Voice


3. Date and Time of Session:
	[bookmark: _Hlk202878399]29 July 2026. 09:00 – 10:30 (Track C – Advanced)



4. Content Overview
4.1. Learning Objectives (3 bullet points)
	1. Developing your scholarly writing identity and goals: Explore and identify who you are as a scholarly writer, and use that identity to guide meaningful, career-aligned writing goals.
2. Building sustainable writing habits and routines: Establish the daily/routine-level practices and habits needed to consistently meet your writing commitments over the long term (annually and beyond).
3. Leveraging collaboration and feedback for growth: Engage with peer feedback and collaborative opportunities as a tool to strengthen your writing and development as a scholar.




4.2. Tentative Structure / Flow of the Session:
(e.g., 10 mins intro, 20 mins activity, 15 mins discussion, etc.)
	Session 1: Setting expectations:  Write-to-Right (10 Min)
This session is geared towards creating a mutually agreed upon exploration of goal-setting and exploring what you as a writer want to achieve through this session.  We will go through some expectation setting exercises a facilitated discussion on what is present and “missing” in supporting you as a writers in your own right.  
Session 2:  Goals, goals and more goals:  Getting the “write” balance
Short presentation on exploring goal-setting, with a specific focus on aligning writing goals with “bigger picture” goals with a focus on the “coaching goal setting toolkit”, determining values and personal strengths and weaknesses, and setting “big picture” writing goals that align with our values and who we are.
Worksheet – The why of your goal (20 min)
Session 3: Who are you as a writer
Short presentation (10 min)
Self-reflection exercise – Communicate a concept (20 min)
Feedback from self-reflection exercise (10 min)
Explain home to aliens (15 min)
Session 4: Wrap up 
What is your biggest take away from (Slido). 




5. Engagement and Interaction
5.1 Planned Interactive Element(s)
Tick one or more or describe your own, please reach out if you would like more information on interactive tools
☒ Poll or quiz (menti, Kahoot, slido) 
☒ Group discussion in breakout rooms
☐ Hands-on demo (e.g., live coding, annotation)
☐ Jamboard, Padlet, or whiteboard exercise
☐ Other: ________________________________________
5.2. How will you check if learning is taking place during the session?
(e.g., mini quiz, short reflection, live Q&A, feedback tool, etc.)
	Short Reflection



 6. Incorporation of AI 
The Academy theme this year is "African Research Voices in the Age of Artificial Intelligence." Please indicate how you will incorporate a discussion of AI in your session. This may include a brief introduction, example, demonstration, or reflection of how AI tools are shaping research.
 
How do you plan to introduce, discuss, or demonstrate AI tools in your session?
	AI and authentic voice with an exercise on AI and finding academic voice where participants paste a piece of writing into an AI and ask it to reflect back their style, argument, and tone. 



Additional Materials
6.1 Pre-reading or Additional Resources:
Please list any articles, slides, videos, or tools participants should review before the session. Please send these to us by 20 July 2026.
	



6.2. Software or Special Requirements:
Please list any software that participates will require e.g., STATA, Atlas.ti, Mendeley – and whether a free version is available
	



