Short biography

1. Name and introduction:
· Dr Vandudzai Mbanda is a Senior Research Specialist in the HSRC’s Equitable Education and Economies division. She is an economist with close to 20 years of research experience on socio-economic aspects of social exclusion, economic development, job creation, unemployment, poverty inequality and food in/security. She is skilled in quantitative as well as qualitative research.

2. Qualifications:
· She holds a doctorate in economics from the University of Johannesburg and master’s in economics from the University of Pretoria.

3. Expertise or research interests:
· Her research interest is on how various forms of social exclusion affect people’s lives and livelihoods:
· focusing on interlinkages between socio-economic variables including unemployment, poverty, inequality, economic growth, public infrastructure, education, livelihood opportunities, employment, and food and nutrition in/security.
· Mbanda is experienced in using Stata, SPSS, GAMS and E-views to do economy-wide modelling, econometric modelling and statistical analysis to transform data into meaningful information and usable formats.

4. Publication summary and major achievements/roles:
· From 2022, Mbanda has been leading or co-leading various research projects on socioeconomics. 


