20th AfricaYoung
Graduates and Scholars
(AYGS) Conference

11-12 March 2026
University of Mpumalanga (UMP)

Celebrating two decades of African research
excellence and youth empowerment

Driving Sustainable Development:
Innovation Through Technological
Transformation

11 March 2026 | 07:30 - 10:45

DAY 1: OPENING PLENARY SESSION

Programme Directors: Dr Vuyo Mjimba (HSRC) and Prof Aldo Stroebel (UMP DVC Research, Innovation and
Internationalisation)

07:30 - 08:20 Registration: Conference and Wellness Centre | Yoga Room
08:20 - 08:30 National anthems: South Africa and the African Union

08:30 - 08:50 Welcome Remarks: Prof Thenjiwe Meyiwa (UMP VC and Principal)
08:50 — 09:05 Opening Remarks: Prof Sarah Mosoetsa (HSRC CEO)

09:05 - 09:20 Setting the Scene: Prof Check Achu (AISA, HSRC)

09:20 - 10:30 Photo Session (Conference and Wellness Centre, Coffee station)
10:30 - 10:45 Tea Break

PARTNER & ENGAGEMENT SESSION

10:45 - 12:15 Entrepreneurship as a tool for STEMI-led Transformation
Moderator: Dr Gold Matlou (SAYAS)

Speakers: Prof Mashifana, Dr Perry and Dr Razwinani

12:15 - 12:45 NRF funding opportunities
Speaker: Mr Walter Baloyi (NRF)
12:45 - 14:00 Lunch Break
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Celebrating Two Decades of African Research Excellence and Youth Empowerment

11 March 2026 | 14:00 - 16:20

PARALLEL SESSION A &B

(15 min Presentation + 5 min Q&A)

Venue A: Conference and Wellness Centre
Theme 1: Innovation and Climate Action
Facilitator: Dr Blessing Masamha (HSRC)
Rapporteur: DrThemba Lukhele (UMP)

Venue B: Archives Building Room 001

Theme 2: Governance and Institutional Development
Facilitator: Dr Nsizwazonke Yende (UMP)
Rapporteur: Ms Valencia Mashiloane (NRF)

Machine Learning Fusion of Satellite and loT Data for
Sustainable Push-Pull Farming Modelling

Collins Bett
International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology
(ICIPE), Kenya

Fixing the Leaking Roof: Rethinking Public Sector
Innovation and Accountability in Zimbabwe's
Governance Architecture

Abednico Siambombe
University of Nairobi, Kenya

Choice and Effectiveness of Weather and Climate
Information Channels among Smallholder Farmers in
Northern Ghana

Tijani Inusah Iddrisu
University for Development Studies, Ghana

Governance and Institutional Performance in Nigeria's
Flood Disaster Management (2014 - 2023))

Abiola Mohammed
University of Ibadan, Nigeria

The applicability of Climate Adaptation Solutions
amongYoung Farmers in Major Rice-Growing Regions
of Tanzania

Beatrice Ndosi
Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute, Tanzania

Civic Technology and Youth Political Participation
in Africa: Reimagining Digital Spaces as Arenas of
Democratic Transformation — A Comparative Study of
Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa

Barrack Ogada
CivicTechnology & Youth Political Participation, Kenya

Remote Sensing-Based Drought Monitoring Using
NDVI Anomalies for Climate-Resilient Farming in
Ekumfi District, Ghana

Emmanuel Hanyabui
University of Cape Coast, Ghana

Higher Education as a Catalyst for Public Sector
Innovation: The case of South Africa

Dlamkile Phumlani
Durban University of Technology, RSA

Social-Ecological Drivers of Wetland Conversion in
Maputaland Coastal Plain: Effects of Roundup on
Ecosystem Health and Soil Carbon Dynamics

Luyanda Siphokazi Seme
Rhodes University, RSA

Strengthening Disaster Recovery through Mobile
Health (mHealth) Applications in Chris Hani District
Municipality: Public Administration Perspective

Sinothando Bacela
Walter Sisulu University, RSA

Youth-driven Solutions for Climate Resilience,
Renewable Energy, GreenTransitions, and Adaptation
Strategies in the Afromontane Region

Jerit Dube
University of the Free State, RSA

Youth-Led Technological Innovation for Sustainable
Development in Africa

Tshepo Mvulane Moloi
Department of Educational Foundation, College of
Education, University of South Africa (UNISA), RSA




20th AfricaYoung Graduates and Scholars (AYGS) Conference 2026

Understanding the impact of climate and land use
changes on the hyology of Tiélé catchment (Benin,
West Africa)

Quentin Fiacre Togbévi
University of Parakou, Benin

16:20 — 16:35 Tea Break

16:35 - 17:35

Poster Session (Foyer)

12 March 2026 | 08:00 - 11:00

DAY 2 — OPENING PLENARY

Programme Director: Dr Gold Matlou (SAYAS)

08:00 - 09:00

Arrival & Registration (The Conference and Wellness Centre)

09:00 - 09:10

Welcome Remarks: Prof Charles Hongoro (HSRC)

09:10 - 10:30

Panellist:

Driving Sustainable Development: Innovation Through Technological Transformation
RoundTable Panel Discussion: Partner Institutions
Facilitator: Dr Pauline Ngimwa (PASGIR)

Dr Blessing Masamha, Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC)

Ms Vuyelwa Magagula, University of Mpumalanga (UMP)

ProfTebogo Mashifana, South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS)
Mr Lebohang Mpetle, National Research Foundation (NRF)

10:30 - 11:00 Tea Break

12 March 2026 | 11:00 - 13:20

PARALLEL SESSIONC & D

(15 min Presentation + 5 min Q&A)

Venue A: Conference and Wellness Centre
Theme 3: Inclusive Economic Growth
Facilitator: Mr Walter Baloyi (NRF)
Rapporteur: Dr Emmanuel Fundisi (HSRC)

Venue B: Archives Building Room 001

Theme 4: Youth Empowerment and Education
Facilitator: Dr Mwazvita Dalu (SAYAS)
Rapporteur: Mr Meketsi Tsotetsi (HSRC)

Trading Spaces: Rethinking Informal Markets and
Urban Transformation in Bulawayo’s City Centre

Lessina Dzapasi
National University of Science and Technology,
Zimbabwe

Situating the role of University Innovation Pods
(UNiPODs) in youth skilling and human capital
development in Africa towards inclusive sustainable
development: A case study of Rwanda, Uganda and
Malawi.

Desire Kateyera
YouthTalk Organisation, Zimbabwe




Celebrating Two Decades of African Research Excellence and Youth Empowerment

Innovative Financial Inclusion Frameworks for SMMEs
in the Global South: An Integrated and Comprehensive
Approach to Gender and Social Inclusion

Nomfundo Gladys Khoza
Central University of Technology, RSA

Institutional Pathways and Policy Gaps: Rethinking
TVET Support for Graduate Self-Employment in
Ghana

Gloria Frimpong Adjei
University of the Free State, RSA

Unlocking Female Agripreneurial Potential through
Innovative Public-Private Partnerships in South
Africa

Sive Mbangiswano
Central University of Technology, RSA

Living with Uncertainty: A Phenomenological Study of
Job Insecurity and Mental Wellbeing Among Primary
SchoolTeachers in Lubombo Region, Eswatini

Yvonne Khetsiwe Dlamini
Southern African Nazarene University, Eswatini

Bridging the Gendered Digital Divide: A Conceptual
Framework for Women'’s Digital Inclusion and SMME
Performance in South Africa

Caltine Cele
University of the Free State, RSA

Al as a Collaborative Co-Creator: Youth-Led Reflective
Practice for Inclusive and Transformative Learning in
South African Higher Education

Phakamile Mazibuko
North West University, RSA

Upskilling Emerging Young Farmers’ Operational
Competencies Contributing to the Sustainability of
Incubated Agribusiness Enterprises

Gift Netshirenzheni
University of the Free State, RSA

Exploring the Use of Translanguaging in Mathematics
Grade 4 Classrooms in KwaZulu-Natal

Sinamiso Zwane
University of the Free State, RSA

The theory of Supra-Nationalization; Assumptions,
Mechanisms and Applications for African Unity

Nana Kwame Nkrumah
University of Ghana, Ghana

Technological and Structural Drivers of Energy
Decoupling in South Africa’s Industrialisation: A
Youth-Demographic and Innovation Perspective

CollinYobe
University of KwaZulu-Natal, RSA

The theory of Supra-Nationalization; Assumptions,
Mechanisms and Applications for African Unity

Nana kwame Nkrumah
University of Ghana

Generative artificial intelligence for inclusive digital
learning among learners with hearing disabilities in
Africa

Ameerat Ademuyiwa
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture
Technology, Kenya

and

13:20 - 14:20 Lunch Break




20th AfricaYoung Graduates and Scholars (AYGS) Conference 2026

12 March 2026 | 14:20 - 16:40

PARALLEL SESSION E & F

(15 min Presentation + 5 min Q&A)

Venue A: Conference and Wellness Centre
Theme 5: Health and Wellbeing for All
Facilitator: Dr Nomcebo Ubisi (HSRC)
Rapporteur: Dr Emmanuel Fundisi (HSRC)

Venue B: Archives Building Room 001

Theme 6: Trade, Tariffs, and the New World Order
Facilitator: Dr Simangele Dlamini (HSRC)
Rapporteur: Dr Pauline Ngimwa (PASGIR)

Multilevel modelling of the determinants of fever and
acute respiratory infection among children under five
years in South Africa

Nthabiseng Seima
North-West University, RSA

Trade Finance in Intra-African Trade under AFCFTA

Ndirangu Ngunjiri
University of Nairobi, Kenya

Investigating the individual and contextual factors
associated with new-born postnatal care non-use in
Eswatini

BoipeloTlalang
North-West University, RSA

Regional Integration and Trade Costs in East African
Countries: What Role Does Governance Play?

Michael Kouadio
Pan-African University Institute of Governance,
Cameroon

Determinants of short birth spacing among women of
reproductive age in Senegal: Evidence from the 2023
Continuous Demographic and Health Survey

Bonolo Manana
North-West University, RSA

Governing from the Future: Operationalising
Complexity, Ethics, and Strategic Possibility through
Anticipatory Governance in African Higher Education

Bryan Jason Bergsteedt
University of Pretoria, RSA

An exploration of the impact of COVID-19 restrictions
on the bereavement process of Swati families in the
Mpumalanga province: An African worldview

Noxolo Precious Shongwe
Sefako Makgatho Health Science University, RSA

The physical infrastructure of cyberspace in the
implementation of the AFCFTA

Onguene Alain Christian
University of Yaoundé II-Soa, Cameroon

Gender Disparities in Determinants of Condom Use
Among South African Youth and Adults: Insights
from the 2017 South African National HIV Prevalence,
Incidence, Behaviour and Communication Survey
(SABSSM V)

Thembelihle Ginyana,
HSRC, RSA

Technological Innovation and the AfCFTA: Advancing
AgriculturalTrade Integration for a Sustainable African
Future

Mulala Jimaima
University of Zambia, Zambia

Renal Transplant Survival — ML vs Statistical Models

Getahun Mulugeta
Debre Berhan University, Ethiopia

South Africa G20 Presidency in the Global (dis)Order:
Balancing priorities to advance Africa’s agency amidst
global dissonances

Sylivia Bebwa
Emeris, Faculty of humanities, RSA




Celebrating Two Decades of African Research Excellence and Youth Empowerment

Breaking Barriers: Predicting Tuberculosis Treatment
Outcomes Using mHealth Technology in Newly
Diagnosed Patients in Gauteng, South Africa

Tebogo Sole-Moloto
HSRC, RSA

POSTER PRESENTERS

Conference and Wellness Centre, Coffee station

The Challenges Facing Formal Civic Engagement in
Enhancing Community Development Initiatives: The
Case of Kanyamazane Township, Mpumalanga

Hope Dorcas Nsubuga
University of Mpumalanga, RSA

Barriers to Accessing Sexual and Reproductive
Health Services among Adolescents and Young
People with Physical Disabilities in South Africa

Bheki Mathabela,
University of Mpumalanga, RSA

Digital Financial Services and Financial Inclusion
Among Small-Scale Farmers in Mbombela
Municipality: A Mixed-Methods Analysis

Nomalanga Grace Maseko
University of Mpumalanga, RSA

Bridging Tradition and Innovation: Utilizing
Indigenous Knowledge for Climate

Change Resilience and Sustainable Technological
Transformation in Africa

Pertunia Busisiwe Mahlangu
University of Mpumalanga, RSA

Digital Ubuntu: Reclaiming Youth Power through
Technological Sovereignty, Education Reform, and
Decolonial Innovation in Africa

Masilo Sepaela
UUniversity of Mpumalanga, RSA

Exploring the Utilization and Livelihood Potential of
Indigenous Crops among Small farmers in Ehlanzeni
District

Lerato Malomana
University of Mpumalanga, RSA

16:40 — 17:45 Reflections & Rapporteurs’ Feedback (Conference and Wellness Centre)

Close of Conference Programme







