
20th Africa Young Graduates and 
Scholars (AYGS) Conference 2026

Celebrating Two Decades of African Research
Excellence and Youth Empowerment

18:00 – 18:30
Arrival & Welcome Cocktail
• Guest arrival and networking

18:30 – 18:40
Programme Director Introduction & 
Housekeeping

18:40 – 19:00
Welcoming Remarks
• Prof Charles Hongoro

19:00 – 19:30
Entertainment 
• Band music

19:00 – 19:35
Dinner Served during Entertainment

20th Africa Young Graduates and 
Scholars (AYGS) Conference 2026

Clos�g C���y & 
G�a D�n� Progr�me

12 March 2026   |   18:00 – 22:00   |   University of Mpumalanga: Multipurpose Hall

Programme Director: Bongiwe Moni (HSRC) & Confidence Ndhlovu (UMP)



Messages of Support (P�tn�s)
19:35 – 19:45 

University of Mpumalanga (UMP)

• Dr Naledi Nthite

19:45 – 19:55 

South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS)

• Dr Gold Matlou

19:55 – 20:05 

National Research Foundation (NRF)

• Ms Valencia Mashiloane

20:05 – 20:15 

Partnership for African Social and Governance Research (PASGR)

• Dr Pauline Ngimwa

20:15 – 20:30

Reflections from AYGS Alumni

20:30 – 21:00

Awards Ceremony

• Presenter’s Certificates

• Poster Presenter’s Certificate

• Best Poster Award

• Best Paper Awards (Per Theme)

21:00 – 21:10

Closing Remarks

• Dr Nomcebo Ubisi


