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HSRC Press at the Frankfurt Book 
Fair 2025 

 
 
HSRC Press 
attended the 
Frankfurt Book Fair 
from 15-19 
October 2025 to 
strengthen its 
global presence 
and advance its 
digital publishing 
strategy. Over four 
days, the Press 
engaged with key 

international partners. Key meetings centred 
around digital publishing, dissemination and 
access to African content published by the 
HSRC Press. Highlights included meeting the 
team from the Directory of Open Access 
Books – a community driven discovery 
service that indexes and provides access to 
scholarly content; meetings with various 
suppliers on metadata standards (ONIX, 
EDItEUR, Books Onix and Stison), and 
service providers on digital workflow 
technologies and AI innovations (KriyaDocs). 
A key partner is international distributor Lynne 
Rienner based in the US. HSRC Press has 
seen significant growth in the international 
market through this distribution channel.  
 
 
 

 
Roshan Cader, publishing director, attended 
many high-level discussions on artificial 
intelligence, open access, and global 
publishing trends, and networked with leaders 
from major university presses, leading 
publishing professionals and various 
international publishing bodies such as 
STEM, Copyright Clearance Committee, PEN, 
and Research4Life. 
 
The participation at the Frankfurt Book Fair is 
strategically important as it ensures HSRC 
Press remains aligned with global best 
practice, supports our transition to a digital-
first workflow, strengthens international 
partnerships, and keeps the Press 
competitive amid rapidly evolving 
developments in scholarly book 
communication. 
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HSRC Press at the HSRC’s 
Engaged Research Conference 
2025 
 

 
HSRC Press exhibited at the HSRC’s 
Engaged Research Conference from 22-24 
October 2025, achieving strong sales, 
valuable market exposure, and securing 
partnership deals for 2026. The conference 
proved an effective channel for reaching 
academic buyers and raising awareness of 
our publishing programme among research 
communities. 
 
The exhibition facilitated engagement with 
high-level stakeholders including Ministers 
and the ministerial team from the Department 
of Science Technology and Innovation in 
South Africa. 
 
Engagement was maximised with conference 
delegates, many of whom were previously 
unaware of HSRC's publishing division and 
the open access we offer to the South African 
market. 
 
The conference was the perfect platform to 
display HSRC Press's latest frontlist and 
selected backlist titles to conference 
delegates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Free Book Sale 
A first for HSRC Press – strategic placement of 
books for delegates as gifts! The free book sale 
assisted with the dissemination scholarship 
from the Global South to engaged research 
practitioners. 
 
African Feminists in Conversation: A Book 
That Listens 

 

On Tuesday 25 
November 2025, The 
Book Lounge, Cape 
Town’s leading 
independent bookshop, 
buzzed with energy as 
book lovers gathered 

for the launch of Conversational Bridges in 
African Feminisms: Weaving Knowledge 
Together.  

The room was packed, alumni from the 
University of Cape Town and University of the 
Western Cape, turned out in force to celebrate 
a book that does something unusual: it treats 
conversation itself as a subversive act. 
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Editors Polo Moji, Kharnita Mohamed, and 
Aika Swai sat down with feminist stalwart and 
academic Desiree Lewis to unpack how the 
book came to life. At its heart is the African 
Feminisms (AFEMS) conference, a gathering 
where feminists from across the continent and 
the world met to share, build, and shape ideas 
together on taking feminist practice out into the 
world and building communities of practice and 
solidarity. Those conversations became the 
raw material for something deeper: a 
collaborative feminist theory rooted in lived 
African experiences. 

 

The editors did not just transcribe those 
discussions. They analysed and transformed 

them into a book that keeps feminist memory 
alive while sparking innovative ideas. The 
result is a work that bridges generations of 
African feminists, creating what the editors call 
- "shared solidarities" - connections built 
through honest dialogue rather than inherited 
doctrine. 

New Publications| January 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
“A sharp and timely examination of one of Africa’s 
defining challenges — rapid urbanisation. 
Insightful, grounded, and essential reading for 
anyone concerned with the politics and realities of 
urban development on the continent.” – Richard 
Obinna Iroanya, School of Military of Science, 
University of Namibia, Windhoek 

“Sithole frees Biko from the myth of being fixed in time 
– rendering his thought alive in the everyday. Biko’s 
Edge calls us toward self-determination, freedom, and 
the deep inner emergence of black strength. In these 
pages, Biko’s radical spirit endures.” -Thabang 
Monoa, Senior Lecturer in the Art History Department, 
University of Cape Town 
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Post-publication Reviews 
 

“This book illustrates how collaborative inquiry into learner errors fosters deep professional 
learning, enabling teachers to strengthen both content and pedagogical knowledge while 
transforming classroom practice. Each chapter offers practical strategies and evidence of 
real teacher change, showing that sustained engagement rather than quick fixes, leads to 
meaningful improvement. This is a book to read, apply, and finish; an indispensable 
resource for teachers determined to grow and for teacher educators who believe in the 
power of collective learning.”                                          

Hlamulo Wiseman Mbhiza, Associate Professor of Mathematics Education, University of 
South Africa 

“A jewel in our time, the unexpected and, perhaps, even belated work on Edson Sithole - 
one of Zimbabwe's unsung heroes. Marmon's account of Edson Sithole is at once 
groundbreaking and heartwarming, especially for those of us who encountered and 
worked briefly with this brave and courageous man during the Pearce Commission in 
1971/72, a turning point in the struggle for national independence in Zimbabwe.” – Ibbo 
Mandaza, Executive Chair, Southern African Political Economy Series (SAPES) Trust 

“Through an unprecedented exploration of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project, John 
Aerni-Flessner shows us how this feat of transnational engineering serves as a living 
relic of inequality and global uncertainty. For those interested in how the residues of 
the past are shaping the future in southern Africa, this is the book we have been 
waiting for.”  

-Rachel King, Associate Professor of Cultural Heritage Studies at the University 
College London Institute of Archaeology, author of Outlaws, Anxiety, and Disorder: 
Material Histories of the Maloti-Drakensberg 

“This misleadingly titled book considers how conspicuous consumption and the acquisition 
of material goods define young men's identities and self-images in South Africa and motivate 
their intragroup masculine competition. Young men gain honour by spending inordinate 
amounts of cash on such items as clothes, expensive parties, jewelry, and anything that 
demonstrates wealth. They are able to distinguish themselves from workers in South African 
townships without fooling themselves or others into thinking that they constitute a new Black 
leisure class. The stylish hustle is the goal. But Sifiso Mnisi (Univ. of Johannesburg, South 
Africa) contends that to be masculine among the hustlers means earning or acquiring 
expensive goods without depending on parental gifts or illicitly obtained wealth. Mnisi also 
argues against assuming that these young men of the townships reject the importance of 
schooling. In fact, he argues, they have learned painfully at times that being educated is 
essential to get ahead in South Africa, something that fancy clothes will not provide. Sexual 
conquest and access to alcohol, however, are still necessary for status—the more women 
and the more alcohol, the more a man is a man. This book provides a nuanced and 
persuasive examination of what it means to be masculine in today's troubled South Africa.”  
-Robert Rotberg, Harvard University 
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The momentum from the Frankfurt Book Fair and the Engaged Research Conference propels us into 
2026 with renewed energy and expanded partnerships. We remain committed to advancing scholarship 
from Africa and the Global South while embracing digital innovation and maintaining our dedication to 
enhancing access and discoverability, and publishing excellence. 
How to Order 

International customers can place orders through our sales agent at questions@rienner.com.  

For orders within Africa and South Africa, please contact our sales agent at orders@blueweaver.co.za.  

The above-mentioned titles are available in South Africa through bookstores and online e-tailers. 

For any additional questions, reach out to Shouneez Khan at skhan@hsrc.ac.za. 

Thank you to our authors, partners, and stakeholders for your continued support of HSRC Press. 
Wishing you a stellar year ahead! 
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