
10TH AFRICA UNITY 
FOR  RENAISSANCE

2 0 2 6  C o n f e r e n c e
Harnessing Digital Technology and Arti�cial Intelligence for Sustainable Development in Africa

08:30 – 09:00       Arrival and Registration

                                       Opening Plenary
                                       Chairperson: Prof Charles Hongoro, Senior Research Director, HSRC

09:00 – 09:15       Setting the scene for the conference
                                       Prof Charles Hongoro, Senior Research Director, HSRC

09:15 – 09:30       Opening Remarks and Welcome
                                       Prof Sarah Moesetsa, Chief Executive O�cer, HSRC

                                       KEYNOTE ADDRESSES

09:30 – 09:45       South Africa’s Science, Technology and Innovation in the era of Digital Transformation
                                       Mr Daan Du Toit, Deputy Director General, DSTI

09:45 – 10:15       Critical Thinking and Emotional Intelligence in the Framing of Knowledge Systems
                                       Prof Hilary Inyang, Distinguished Professor, Global Institute for Sustainable Development,  
                                       Advanced Analyses and Design (GISDAAD), Concord, NC, USA

10:15 – 10:45       The Future of Free Trade in Africa in the Era of Digital Technology and Arti�cial
                                       Intelligence: Some Critical Re�ections for the Africa we Want
                                       H. E. Wamkele Mene, Secretary-General of the African Continental Free Trade Area 
                                       (AfCFTA) TBC

10:45 – 11:00       Tea Break

                                       SESSION ONE

                                       Digital transformation, arti�cial intelligence, and Agenda 2063
                                       Chairperson: Prof Charles Hongoro, Senior Research Director, HSRC

11:00 – 11:10       Digital Technology and Arti�cial Intelligence in the HSRC: The Journey so far
                                       Dr Krish Chetty, Senior Research Manager, HSRC.
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 13:20 – 14:30      Lunch Break  
     
                                        SESSION THREE

                                        Infrastructure Gaps and Connectivity Challenges in the Era of Digital Transformation in     
                                        Africa
                                        Session Chair: Dr Vuyo Mjimba, Chief Research Specialist, HSRC

14:30 – 14:40        Digital Technology and Sustainable Development in Africa’
                                        Dr Demis Alamirew Getahun, Associate Professor of Management, College of Business and       
                                        Economics, University of Gondar, Ethiopia

14:40 – 14:50        Technology Planning and digital transformation in Africa; Some re�ections
                                        Dr Eric Masese, Professor of Sociology and Anthropology, Moi University, Kenya 

14:50 – 15:00        Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence, and Economic Indicators in Africa
                                        Prof Alban Ahoure, Director of CAPEC, Houphouët-Boigny University, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire          
                                         (Virtual)
   
15:00 – 15:10        Trade Value chain and digital transformation in Africa   
                                        Prof Hilary Iyang

15:10 – 15:20        Infrastructure Gaps and Connectivity Challenges in Africa: The role of Digital Technology 
                                        Dr Rekgotsofetse Chikane , Wits

  15:20 – 15:40      Discussion
 
                                        SESSION FOUR

                                        Institutions, Governance, and policy landscape of digital technology and arti�cial     
                                        intelligence in Africa
                                        Session Chair: Dr Pauline Ngimwa, Head, Capacity Development and Training Partnership for         
                                         Africa’s Social and Governance Research, Nairobi, Kenya

15:40 – 15:50        Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence and the future of Public Policy formulation in      
                                        Africa
                                        Prof Fatai Aremu, Executive Director, Research Enterprise Systems, Abuja, & Professor of Political    
                                        Sciences, University of Ilorin, Nigeria

15:50 – 16:00        Mediating technological transformation, arti�cial intelligence and governance, peace and   
                                        security in Africa
                                        Prof. Hanan Girgis, Executive Vice President, Egyptian Center for Public Opinion Research                    
                                         (Baseera). Virtual

16:00 –16:10         Policy implications on Digital Transformation and Arti�cial Intelligence in Africa
                                        Prof Gorden Moyo, Public Policy and Research Institute of Zimbabwe.

16:10 – 16:20        Digital Transformation and system thinking in the era of Arti�cial Intelligence: Lessons for   
                                        Africa
                                        Prof Diran Soumonni, Associate Professor of Innovation Policy and Management at the Wits            
                                        Business School, University of Witwatersrand, South Africa

16:20 – 16:30       Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence and the future of technological transformation     
                                       in Africa
                                       Prof Mammo Muchie, DST/NRF Rated Research Professor at the Tshwane University of    
                                       Technology,  South Africa

16:30 – 16:40      Discussion

                                      SESSION FIVE

                                      Digital transformation, arti�cial intelligence for peace and security in Africa
                                      S ession Chair: Dr Nicasius Achu Check, Chief Research Specialist, HSRC

16:40 – 16:50      Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence, and its impact on the dispensation of justice in     
                                       Africa
                                       Dr Steve Ouma,  University of Nairobi

16:50 – 17:00       Silencing the guns in Africa: The role of Arti�cial Intelligence
                                       Prof Khabele Matlosa, Africa Visiting Fellow, AISA/HSRC & Research Fellow, National University of  
                                       Lesotho, Maseru, Lesotho

17:00 – 17:10      Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence, and its impact on political discourse in Africa
                                      Dr Angella Ndaka, University of Witwatersrand, South Africa

17:10 – 17:20      Migration, human tra�cking, and Arti�cial Intelligence in Africa
                                       Prof Richard Iroanya, Associate Professor of Strategic Studies, Faculty of Military Sciences,                
                                       University of Namibia, Namibia

17:20 – 17:40      Discussion

                                      Vote of Thanks
                                      Prof Charles Hongoro/Dr Nicasius Achu Check

11:10 – 11:20      Health, Digital Transformation, and Arti�cial Intelligence in Africa 
                                      Prof Eunice Kamaara, Professor of Ethics, Moi University, Kenya 

11:20 – 11:30      Digital Humanities and Arti�cial Intelligence in Africa 
                                      Prof Prof Ayobami Ojebode, Director & Principal Consultant, Thousand Hills Research and Action   
                                       Collective, Kigali, Rwanda

11:30 – 11:40      African politics and digital transformation: The role of Ethics
                                      Prof Ajume Wingo, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Law and Philosophy          
                                      Program, University of Colorado-Boulder, USA.

11:40 – 11:50       Sustainable Digital Transformation and the future of policy landscape in Africa  
                                       Prof Rendani Mamphiswana, University of Johannesburg

11:50 – 12:00       Arti�cial Intelligence and the future of Rural development initiatives in Africa
                                       Dr Allawi Ssemanda, African Rural University, Kampala, Uganda

12:00 – 12:10       Discussion 

                                       SESSION TWO

                                       Digital technology and arti�cial intelligence as accelerators for attaining Sustainable      
                                       Development Goals in Africa
                                       Session Chair: Prof Hilary Iyang

12:10 – 12:20      The Impact of Digital Technology and Arti�cial Intelligence on African Union Peace and           
                                      Security strategies 
                                       Prof Tlou Ramoroka, Professor, Development Planning and Management, University of      
                                       Limpopo, South Africa

12:20 – 12:30       Arti�cial Intelligence and the future of Rural development initiatives in Africa
                                       Dr Yibeltal Walle Asnakew, Professor of Economics, University of Gondar, Ethiopia (Virtual) 

12:30 – 12:40       Community medicines and  Digital Transformation in Africa
                                       Prof Davison Munodawafa, Professor of Community Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Midlands          
                                       State University, Zimbabwe

12:40 – 12:50       Arti�cial Intelligence and trade transformation in Africa
                                       Dr Zelda Elum, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria (Virtual) 

12:50 – 13:00       Wither Digital Technology and Sustainable Development Goals in Africa
                                       Dr Brenda Isabel, Executive Director, Governance Hub Africa, Nairobi, Kenya

13:00 – 13:10       Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence, and its impact on public policy generation in           
                                       Africa
                                       Dr Pauline Ngimwa, Head, Capacity Development and Training, Partnership for Africa’s Social and  
                                       Governance Research, Nairobi, Kenya

13:10 – 13:20      Discussion    
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12:30 – 12:40       Community medicines and  Digital Transformation in Africa
                                       Prof Davison Munodawafa, Professor of Community Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Midlands          
                                       State University, Zimbabwe

12:40 – 12:50       Arti�cial Intelligence and trade transformation in Africa
                                       Dr Zelda Elum, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria (Virtual) 

12:50 – 13:00       Wither Digital Technology and Sustainable Development Goals in Africa
                                       Dr Brenda Isabel, Executive Director, Governance Hub Africa, Nairobi, Kenya

13:00 – 13:10       Digital Technology, Arti�cial Intelligence, and its impact on public policy generation in           
                                       Africa
                                       Dr Pauline Ngimwa, Head, Capacity Development and Training, Partnership for Africa’s Social and  
                                       Governance Research, Nairobi, Kenya

13:10 – 13:20      Discussion    


