ECHOES OF SILENCE

By Charné Mungur

My sculptural installation, Echoes of Silence, serves as both a monument and a call to
action.

Based on the 2024 report by the Human Science Research Council on Gender Based
Violence within South Africa, this installation confronts the devastating reality of Gender

Based Violence with specific emphasis on sexual violence against women in South Africa.

Due to its association with strength and resilience, | have chosen steel as this perfectly
highlights the fighting spirit of women, not only in South Africa, but worldwide, who continue

to survive and exist regardless of the echoes of silence.

The installation carries the weight of 2,150,342 intentional and aggressive grinder marks.
This, in response to the HSRC 2024 report that stated that at that point, this was the
number of women in South Africa who had been victims of sexual violence. This number is
based solely on reported cases. Although they may appear random, these marks are

deliberate gestures to acknowledge every woman who has been a victim.

The texture of the steel is purposely aggressive, pushing back at the calmness of silence
and comfort. This piece insists on dialogue and is not only meant to be seen but also felt.
Every mark is saying: you are seen and you are heard. Through this, the work becomes a
space where trauma is not hidden but given form, where collective scars are transformed

into a visible testimony.

Gender-based violence does not discriminate; instead, it cuts across age, race, class, and

culture. All women live in the shadow of this reality.

Created by women and for women, it stands in solidarity with victims. It is not intended to

speak for them but rather to amplify their presence, voices, and truths.
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