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Sven Botha is a Lecturer of Political Science and International Relations in the Department of Political 

Sciences in the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. Additionally, Sven is a Guest 

Researcher at the Centre for African Studies at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, as well as the 

outgoing Director of the Professors Without Borders Think Tank.  

 

Prior appointments include Internationalisation Liaison in the Office of the Executive Dean in the Faculty of 

Humanities and Assistant Lecturer in the Department of Politics and International Relations, both at the 

University of Johannesburg, South Africa. Sven holds a Bachelor of Social Science in Political and 

International Studies (Summa Cum Laude) from Monash University, a BA Honours (Politics and International 

Relations, Cum Laude) and a Master of Arts (Politics, Cum Laude), both from the University of Johannesburg 

(UJ). His PhD (Politics) has been submitted. 
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Throughout his career, Sven has taught courses encompassing the nexus between public international law 

and international relations, civic-military relations, international relations theory, international organisation(s), 

South African politics, public policy, political analysis, and gender and politics. His research interests include: 

terrorism, counter-terrorism, gender, foreign policy, diplomacy, Africa-Nordic Relations, pedagogy, and early-

career development. 

 

In June 2024, Sven (together with Prof Jo-Ansie van Wyk) published an edited collection titled ‘Key Issues in 

African Diplomacy: Developments and Achievements’ with Bristol University Press. He is currently working 

on multiple projects related to diplomatic practice, etiquette, and Europe/Nordic-Africa Relations. Sven 

supports the scholarship of other scholars in his capacity as the Co-Founder and Co-Series Editor of the 

‘African Political 

 

Science and International Relations in Focus’ book series, a publication platform that amplifies African and 

Afro-centric voices on Political Science, International Relations, and related disciplines. In addition to his 

teaching and scholarship, Sven is also involved in showcasing diplomatic practice by organising and 

facilitating several high-level events with diplomats and government officials from various states and 

international organisations, including, but not limited to: Chile, Denmark, the European Union, Finland, 

Sweden  

 

 


