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Peter McGrath has a BSc (hons) in Agricultural Zoology from the University of Glasgow. His PhD studies at 

the University of Leeds and subsequent 10-year research career focused on the insect transmission of plant 

viruses and included postdoc positions in the UK and USA. Returning to the UK in 1997, he established 

himself as a freelance journalist focusing on agricultural, environmental and scientific issues. 

 

In 2003, he joined The World Academy of Sciences (UNESCO-TWAS) as writer/editor. From 2006, he 

managed and expanded TWAS programmes aimed at developing scientific capacity in developing countries, 

including fellowships and other exchange schemes, research grants and various prizes. 
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In 2013, he was appointed Coordinator of the InterAcademy Partnership (IAP), the global network of some 

150 academies of science, medicine and engineering. In this role, he oversees the work of programmes 

dedicated to science education, biosecurity, urban health, and refugee and displaced scientists, among 

others. 

He also coordinates the TWAS science diplomacy programme, including representing TWAS in the EU 

Science Diplomacy Alliance. 
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