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Dr. Bathabile Ramalapa is a healthcare innovation specialist and principal researcher at the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research, committed to developing affordable, effective drug treatments tailored to
African health needs. A key contributor to South Africa’s Vaccine Innovation Manufacturing Strategy (VIMS),
she has played a vital role in strengthening regional health security. Her work spans science, policy, and
leadership, exemplified by her role as Chairperson of the SA COVID-19 Vaccine Dialogue (HSRC) and as a
Science Diplomacy Capital for Africa ambassador. Dr Ramalapa was named Rising Star in Biotechnology by
Africa BIO in 2022. She has been a facilitator of the Africa BIO Dr Koniji Sebati fellowship since 2023, a
programme that promotes and supports the advancement of women into positions of influence and greater
impact in Biotechnology fields. Beyond research leadership, Dr. Ramalapa is an Extraordinary Senior
Lecturer at North-West University, an NRF and MRC grant reviewer, and Chairperson of the CSIR
Employment Equity and Skills Development Committee. Her engaged research and advocacy efforts
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exemplify the power of science diplomacy in addressing Africa’s complex health and development

challenges.



