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HSRC Science Diplomacy Summer School

Day 2: Foundations of Science Diplomacy and Africa’s role (Online)

This session lays the groundwork for understanding science diplomacy as part of the evolving landscape of
international relations. Participants will explore how diplomacy has become more open, inclusive, and urgent
in the post-WW11 world, and examine the intersections between education, academia, science, and knowledge
diplomacy. The discussion will highlight the defining characteristics of science diplomacy, while also probing
what qualifies as "scientific" within this realm. By unpacking these foundations, participants will gain a deeper

appreciation of the conceptual underpinnings that shape the practice of science diplomacy today.

Session Objectives

e To provide participants with a solid grounding in definitions, and conceptual pillars of science
diplomacy, including its dimensions (science in diplomacy, diplomacy for science, and science for
diplomacy).

e To collectively explore how science diplomacy operates in practice at multilateral, regional, and national
levels, with particular attention to Africa’s priorities and challenges

e To explore ways in which science, policy, and international cooperation link. To emphasise the
contributions made by Africa to the discourse and practice of science diplomacy beyond mere inclusion
at the table)
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