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Host: Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) in collaboration with the Department of Science, Technology and
Innovation (DSTI), the Science Diplomacy Capital for Africa (SDCfA), Academy of Sciences South Africa (ASSAf),
Department of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCO), South African Young Academy of Science
(SAYAS), African Academy of Sciences (AAS), National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR).

1. Introduction

In today’s increasingly interconnected and complex world, pressing global challenges such as climate change,
pandemics, technological shifts, and rising inequality call for research and policy approaches that are collaborative,
inclusive, and aligned with real-world needs. These challenges transcend disciplinary, institutional, and national
boundaries, highlighting the critical role of engaged research approaches and science diplomacy in developing
impactful and effective solutions.

The Engaged Research Conference, hosted by HSRC in collaboration with the National Research Foundation and
other organisations within, and beyond the NSI, will act as a national platform for fostering cross-sectoral
knowledge co-creation on engaged research as a pathway to bridging the gap between knowledge creation and
practice, and as a viable avenue for impactful science diplomacy. It will promote research practices rooted in
participation, responsiveness, and mutual learning among researchers, policymakers, communities, and
practitioners. This initiative resonates with South Africa’s growing commitment to integrating public values and
epistemic justice into the National System of Innovation (NSI).

As a key feature of the three-day conference, the Science Diplomacy Summer School will be introduced to
cultivate expertise in this evolving field among early-career researchers, government officials, diplomats, and
science advisors. The Summer School addresses a strategic imperative for South Africa to enhance its footprint
and role in global science-policy dialogues and reinforce the science-policy interface across the Africa.

This Launch Event will outline the objectives of both the conference and the summer school, engage young
professionals and researchers, and raise awareness of how science diplomacy and engaged research can drive
sustainable progress. Additionally, it will spotlight South Africa’s capacity to serve as a continental leader in
promoting science-informed diplomacy and policy frameworks driven by innovation.

By bringing together stakeholders from research, government, academia, and international cooperation, the event
will lay the foundation for a successful conference and summer school in October 2025, while reinforcing a
collective vision for research that drives societal transformation and diplomacy that advances and accelerates
development.
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Objectives of the Launch Event

e Introduce the conference and summer school's goals.

e Engage young professionals and researchers.

e Highlight the importance of science diplomacy and research for sustainable futures.

e Showcase South Africa's potential in promoting science-led diplomacy and innovation.

e Bringing together stakeholders from research, government, academia, and international cooperation, the
event will establish a shared vision for impactful research and development-focused diplomacy, paving the
way for the success of the upcoming conference and summer school.

Format and Engagement Approach

The launch event will feature a dynamic and interactive format designed to foster dialogue, inspire participation,
and generate momentum for the upcoming Engaged Research Conference and Science Diplomacy Summer
School.

The programme will commence with high-level keynote addresses from senior government officials, diplomatic
representatives, and research experts. These addresses will provide strategic insights into how engaged
research and science diplomacy can support South Africa’s development agenda and reinforce its leadership role
on the African continent.

A diverse panel discussion featuring researchers, policymakers, innovation experts, and youth representatives,
will explore the relevance and importance of science diplomacy and multi-sector collaboration in addressing
societal challenges. This will be followed by an interactive Q&A session, allowing attendees to engage directly
with speakers and contribute their perspectives.

A launch presentation will formally introduce the Science Diplomacy Summer School and outline the broader
goals of the Engaged Research Conference, highlighting opportunities for participation and impact. Additionally,
an information exhibition area (where feasible) will showcase partner initiatives, distribute informational
materials, and facilitate networking among participants. This will also serve as an information desk to provide
further information regarding the conference and the summer school.

3. Target Audience

The event is designed for a diverse and strategic audience, reflecting the multi-stakeholder nature of the

engaged research and science diplomacy. Key participants will include:

e Early career researchers and postgraduate students (to benefit from capacity-building opportunities)

e Policy practitioners and government officials (critical to bridging research and policymaking)

e Diplomats and international partners (key to fostering cross-border collaboration)

e Science councils, research institutions, innovation leaders, and civil society organisations (ensuring broad
representation and inclusive dialogue within the national system of innovation)



