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8 October 2024 

Universities SA invites research proposals for the National Graduate Destination Survey set 
to commence immediately 

Following years of engaging relevant stakeholders on a National Graduate Destination Survey,  
Universities South Africa (USAf) secured a partner during 2023 and is now ready to implement this 
study henceforth. To that end, USAf, with the Education, Training and Development Practices Sector 
Education and Training Authority (ETDP SETA) are inviting qualified interested researchers to 
submit proposals with clear implementation plans by the end of October 2024. 

The purpose of the National Graduate Destination Study is to track university graduates following 
completion of their qualifications, to understand the extent of their absorption into the economy and 
the nature and patterns of their economic participation. An initial National Graduate Destination 
Study (NGDS) could also provide a platform for regular studies of this nature and deepen the sector's 
capacity to monitor graduate societal and economic participation.  

Fundamentally, the study seeks to establish where graduates end up. Findings of this study will be 
used to inform universities’ key mandates; shape higher education policy and planning and identify 
effective strategies that contribute to graduates’ success in economic and societal participation. 
Thus, the study aims to strengthen universities’ responsiveness to societal needs and the world of 
work. The study should therefore address the following specific objectives:  

• Determine and analyse the social and economic participation of university graduates; 

• Assess the nature and extend of graduates ; 

• Establish a national baseline with a framework and guidelines on the destinations of a 
representative sample of South African university graduates;  

• Inform higher education institutions’ policies on graduate employability and (social) 
entrepreneurship; and  

• Identify strategies that contribute towards graduates’ successes in the economy or the 
social sector.  

It is envisaged that the study will be completed within 24 months, with significant deliverables at pre-
determined and agreed intervals until submission of the final report. 

Interested researchers are requested to submit their proposals by 25 October 2024. Research 
consortia or partnerships are encouraged.  Further details regarding the study may be accessed 
from the study Terms of Reference available on the USAf website.  

Proposals must be addressed and submitted to the Director of Operations and Sector Support, Mr 
Mahlubi Mabizela, at this email address: mahlubichief@usaf.ac.za  and/or michelle@usaf.ac.za.  

Inquiries: Ms Michelle Mandalain: michelle@usaf.ac.za or 012 030 0652 
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