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Instruction sheet 

For this course kindly download the South African Social Attitudes Survey (SASAS) 2018 
Questionnaire 1 for the session’s practical session.  

What is SASAS? 

SASAS is a nationally representative, repeated cross-sectional survey that has been 
conducted annually by the HSRC since 2003. It offers a unique, long-term perspective on 
shifts in public perceptions, values and behaviour, providing a critical tool for tracking social, 
economic and political change.  

There are many datasets available from the HSRC but for this specific course we are drawing 
on the SASAS data. 

Where can I find HSRC data? 

https://hsrc-repository.figshare.com/ 

Four simple steps to follow for data download and usage: 

1. Find - Use the simple or advanced search or a keyword search facility. 
2. Request - Study the data set details, the documents, existing outputs and the access 

conditions. 
3. Download - Download the data files in the required software format and analyse the 

data. 
4. Cite - Cite the data using an in-text reference AND a citation in the bibliography of an 

output. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The HSRC’s research data is available via the HSRC website: www.hsrc.ac.za. 

Click on Our Research and then on Research Data. 

 

By clicking on Research Data, the following page will be displayed. 

 

Now, click on View research data. This button will take you to the new platform of the data 
repository. 

  

https://hsrc-repository.figshare.com 

 

https://hsrc-repository.figshare.com/


Find the data set: Data can be located by browsing (at the top of the page) or through the 
use of the search facility (middle of the page). 

 

Click on the dataset you wish to examine. You will then be presented with the following one-
time only message: 

 

If you would like to continue to view the metadata, or if you would like to request access to 
the data files, please select the Yes option. By agreeing, you will be able to view the 
metadata, as well as see the link where you can request access to the data files. 

 



Clicking on the Request Data Access link will present you with a screen where you will need 
to create an account and log in. 

 

After signing in you will be able to complete the data access form. This form requests 
important information that the HSRC needs to report on the data sets downloaded, such as 
intended use and the purpose of this request. 

 

 

Once submitted, the system will display a notification that your request was successful and 
will send an automated email to confirm that you requested the files for this data set.   

The system will also alert the data help team to approve or reject your request.   



  

You may then continue to search for more data sets or exit the platform.   

  

Once the request has been attended to, the system will send you another email to confirm 
the link where the data files can be accessed. 

  

A file is either in Open access, Registered, Restricted access or only available for the 
project team.  The link received will only provide access to files in Open Access or 
Registered Access. 

 

 

 

 


