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Preprints have immense potential to benefit society by increasing 
the rate at which new discoveries are made and translated into 
knowledge and practices.(Hindle & Sever, 2024) 
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Introduction 
Purpose of the toolkit 
This toolkit is designed to assist social science and humanities scholars at the Human Sciences 
Research Council (HSRC) of South Africa—and colleagues at other institutions across the 
country— to understand and effectively use preprints as part of their research workflow. As 
South Africa’s leading institution for social science and humanities research, the HSRC plays a 
crucial role in producing knowledge that informs policy and contributes to societal well-being. 

 

Preprints—early versions of research papers shared publicly before formal peer review—offer a 
powerful way to accelerate knowledge dissemination, increase research visibility, and facilitate 
collaboration. However, they also present unique challenges, including questions about 
credibility, intellectual property, and journal acceptance policies. 

This toolkit aims to: 

• Clarify the role of preprints in the evolving landscape of scholarly communication. 
• Provide practical guidance on how to submit, share, and engage with preprints 

responsibly. 
• Highlight the benefits and risks associated with preprints, helping researchers make 

informed decisions. 
• Offer best practices tailored to the needs of HSRC researchers, ensuring alignment with 

institutional and national research priorities. 

By equipping HSRC scholars with this knowledge, the toolkit supports open science principles 
while helping researchers maximise the impact of their work in South Africa and beyond. 

What is a preprint 
In academic publishing, a preprint is a preliminary version of a scholarly or scientific paper that 
precedes formal peer review and publication in a peer-reviewed scholarly or scientific journal. 
The preprint may be available for free, often as a non-typeset version, before or after a paper is 
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published in a journal. As a rule, they are non-peer-reviewed versions whose public release 
primarily serves to expedite the sharing of research findings. (Open Access Network, 2025) 

 Preprints are early versions of scholarly publications that are made available to the 
(professional) public – as a rule without prior peer review. 

 Preprints are made freely available on preprint servers and make an important 
contribution to green open access. 

 Preprint servers enable the publishing of so-called overlay journals – that is, online 
journals that use the infrastructure of a preprint platform for submissions and 
publication. 

 

Unlike traditional journal articles, which go through a lengthy peer-review process before being 
published, preprints are immediately accessible on online platforms known as preprint servers 
(e.g., SocArXiv, SSRN, Research Square). These platforms provide open access to research, 
supporting transparency and collaboration in the academic community. 

https://av.tib.eu/media/69920
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Preprint servers enable the publishing of so-called overlay journals (Gowers, 2015) – that is, 
online journals that use the infrastructure of a preprint platform, especially arXiv, for 
submissions and publication.  

 
Overlay journals, Open Access Network 

Authors post their papers on arXiv and submit a link to the arXiV preprint to the journal in 
question, which then organises the review process. If the paper is accepted, it is included in the 

https://open-access.network/en/information/glossary#c6231
https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints#c6458
https://www.youtube.com/embed/zcVO4IWg0x8?feature=oembed
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journal – that is, it is linked from the journal website and assigned a DOI and possibly a 
comment from the editor. In this way, the advantages of arXiv (cost-effective, freely accessible, 
well-known infrastructure) are combined with those of a journal (peer-review, reputation, 
possibly an Impact Factor). Successful examples of overlay journals are SIGMA (Symmetry, 
Integrability and Geometry: Methods and Applications), Logical Methods in Computer Science 
(LMCS), Discrete Analysis, and Quantum. 

 

 
Watch the video: What are preprints? By Science Communication Lab  

Why preprints matter in social science and humanities research 
Preprint articles benefit from rapid publication, transparent peer review and editorial guidance 
on making all source data openly available. Open access publishers often operate under a 
continuous publication schedule. 

https://open-access.network/en/information/glossary#c6205
https://www.emis.de/journals/SIGMA/
https://www.emis.de/journals/SIGMA/
https://lmcs.episciences.org/index.php
https://lmcs.episciences.org/index.php
https://discreteanalysisjournal.com/
http://quantum-journal.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@scicommlab
https://www.youtube.com/embed/2zMgY8Dx9co?feature=oembed
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In fields like social sciences and humanities, where research often addresses timely societal 
issues, preprints enable scholars to share insights quickly, engage with policymakers, and 
contribute to public discourse before formal publication. However, careful consideration is 
needed regarding quality control, ethical use, and institutional guidelines. 

This toolkit will help you navigate these aspects, ensuring that you use preprints effectively and 
responsibly. 
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Understanding preprints 
A brief history of preprints 
The concept of preprints dates to the 1960s, when the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
launched the Information Exchange Groups (IEGs) to facilitate the rapid sharing of biomedical 
research. However, concerns from journal publishers about the impact on peer-reviewed 
publications led to the closure of the initiative in 1967. 

Preprints gained momentum again in 1991 with the creation of arXiv, an open-access 
repository for physics, mathematics, and computer science. The success of arXiv 
demonstrated the value of early research dissemination and inspired the development of 
preprint servers in other fields. 

In the 2010s, the movement expanded into the social sciences and humanities, with 
platforms such as SocArXiv, SSRN, and Research Square providing dedicated spaces for 
scholars in these disciplines. This growth was driven by the push for open science, 
transparency, and faster knowledge sharing, particularly in response to global challenges 
like the COVID-19 pandemic. 

2020 was a watershed year for preprints. The pandemic increased acceptance of preprints as a 
valid means of rapid communication. At the end of 2020, JAMA issued an editorial considering 
the benefits and disadvantages of preprints and concluded that they provide greater benefits to 
scholarly communication than challenges(Flanagin et al., 2020). 

 

Therefore, it can be assumed that preprints are here to stay and that they will become 
embedded within the scholarly landscape. However, it is important that all stakeholders are 
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fully cognisant of the challenges that remain and make informed decisions about engagement 
with preprints. 

 
Overall preprints distribution 

Today, preprints are increasingly recognised by institutions, funders, and some journals as a 
valuable part of the research ecosystem. While debates around credibility and peer review 
continue, preprints are reshaping scholarly communication by making research more 
accessible, timely, and collaborative. 

A study found that approximately half of the social science respondents indicated they post 
preprints of some or all articles. While there isn't a precise, single percentage for preprints 
specifically within social sciences, research indicates that about half of the respondents in the 
social sciences said they post preprints of some or all articles.  

In contrast, for Economics, most respondents indicated that they publish some or all articles as 
preprints. Journal policies for posting and citing preprints vary across disciplines, with life 
sciences and earth sciences having higher rates of preprint allowance compared to humanities. 

https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asi.24880#:%7E:text=Journal%20policies%20for%20posting%20and%20citing%20preprints,45%25%20of%20the%20journals%20in%20the%20humanities.
https://asistdl.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asi.24880#:%7E:text=Journal%20policies%20for%20posting%20and%20citing%20preprints,45%25%20of%20the%20journals%20in%20the%20humanities.
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Preprints vs. traditional journal articles 
The relationship between journals and preprints has evolved from scepticism to increasing 
integration. It is notable that most journals now accept submissions that have been posted as 
preprints.(Smart, 2022) The benefits of preprints include fast circulation, priority publication, 
increased visibility, community feedback, and contribution to open science. Disadvantages 
include information overload, inadequate quality assurance, citation dilution, information 
manipulation and inflation of results. 

T h e  p u b l i s h i n g  p r o c e s s  
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Proof of 
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date of the posted 
preprint 

Adapted from an article by Jonny Coates and Emmanuel Adamolekun of ASAPbio 
 

“As preprints become mainstream,” adds Smart, “It is likely that they will benefit authors but 
disadvantage publishers and journals. Authors are encouraged to preprint their own articles but 
to be cautious about using preprints as the basis for their own research. Editors are encouraged 
to develop preprint policies and be aware that double-blind review is not possible with 
preprinting of articles and that allowing citations to preprints is to be encouraged. In 
conclusion, journal-related stakeholders should consider preprints as an unavoidable 
development, taking into consideration both the benefits and disadvantages.” 

The relationship between journals and preprints has evolved from scepticism to increasing 
integration. This shift can be categorised into six stages. 

 

The evolving relationship between journals and preprints reflects the broader shift toward open 
science and rapid knowledge dissemination. While traditional concerns about peer review 
and research integrity remain, many journals now recognise the value of preprints in 
accelerating scientific communication, increasing visibility, and fostering collaboration. 
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Benefits and disadvantages of preprint servers 
Benefits of preprints Disadvantages of preprints 

Fast circulation Information overload 
Priority publication: Posting a preprint gives 
authors priority over ideas and results, which 
may be important if there is competition 

Quality assurance and trust: There is no 
scrutiny of preprints such as peer review 
before posting, they therefore cannot provide 
any quality assurance or trust signalling 
regarding the content of articles. 

Increased visibility: Preprints are currently all 
free to view and published under open 
access licences 

Reputation damage: It can be argued that 
authors are protected by the peer review 
system since it hopefully prevents the 
publication of poor quality articles and helps 
authors improve their articles before they are 
made publicly available 

Community feedback Corrections to the scholarly record 
Author publication control Citation dilution: Journals may find that their 

citations are reducing as people read and 
cite the preprint in preference. 

Open science Promoting bad science and political 
influence: Because of the lack of quality 
control before posting, there is the 
opportunity for bad actors to use preprint 
servers to post misleading science. 

Democratic process Inflation of results and impact: Related to the 
problem of promoting bad science is the 
potential for authors to use preprint servers 
to inflate their research. 

Version access Version control 

Read more 
• Pros and Cons of Preprints 
• Ten simple rules to consider regarding preprint submission 

As preprint adoption continues to grow, further innovations in journal-preprint integration are 
likely to shape the future of strategic, scholarly publishing. 

The role of preprints in Open Science and Knowledge Sharing 
Preprints play a crucial role in open science and knowledge sharing by enabling rapid 
dissemination of research findings, fostering broader community engagement, and facilitating 
early feedback, all while promoting transparency and accessibility. Preprints align with the 
principles of open science by making research available to everyone, not just those with journal 
subscriptions. This democratisation of knowledge is especially valuable for researchers in low- 
and middle-income countries, independent scholars, and policymakers. 

In contrast to journal articles, which are often behind paywalls, preprints are freely accessible 
in the long term and are thus a key component of green open access. When a journal article is 
not freely accessible, the preprint version can be found via services like Unpaywall provided it 
is linked to the publisher’s version (the version of record). Preprints also make the process of 
gaining and communicating scientific knowledge more transparent. They enable critical 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/pros-cons-preprints-tim-hardman-f7ige/
https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005473
https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/accelerating-scholarly-communication-the-transformative-role-of-preprints-2/
https://unpaywall.org/
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discussion of works in the community before final publication Thus, authors can receive and 
consider feedback in addition to the actual peer reviews. Preprints thus form the basis for 
informal or formalised open peer review. 

Preprints thus support open scholarship by enabling free online access and potentially 
increasing the pace of research. They have a potentially transformative role in the scholarly 
communication landscape. Nevertheless, there remains significant uncertainty as to whether 
recent growth in interest in and take up of preprints services will be sustained, and how broadly 
preprints will be adopted across disciplinary communities. The open nature of preprints allows 
for a more inclusive research process, where diverse voices can contribute to the advancement 
of knowledge. 

 
Preprints and open science, a video by Youreka Science,+ via Open Access Network (UK) 

 

  

https://open-access.network/en/information/glossary#c6229
https://www.youtube.com/embed/2zMgY8Dx9co?feature=oembed
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Benefits of using preprints 
By providing early, open, and broad access to new findings, preprints significantly enhance 
research visibility, engagement, and citations. They help researchers build their academic 
reputation faster and ensure that their work reaches the right audience at the right time. 

 

Accelerating research dissemination 
Traditional journal peer review can take several months to over a year, delaying access to 
important findings. By contrast, preprints are made publicly available as soon as they are 
uploaded, ensuring that new research reaches the community without unnecessary delays. 

Preprints allow researchers to receive early feedback from the scientific community, 
improving their work before formal journal submission. Open discussions on platforms like 
bioRxiv, SocArXiv, and SSRN can lead to refinements, new collaborations, and enhanced 
research quality. 

Research shared as preprints gains early exposure, often leading to more citations once the 
final paper is published. Because preprints are indexed by services like Google Scholar, Europe 
PMC, and OpenAIRE, they reach a wider audience sooner. 

During urgent global challenges—such as the COVID-19 pandemic—preprints played a vital 
role in rapid knowledge exchange. Researchers could share crucial findings on virus 
transmission, treatments, and vaccines well before formal peer review, enabling faster public 
health responses. 
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By providing a timestamped record of discovery, preprints help establish priority for new ideas 
and prevent intellectual property disputes. They also allow researchers to demonstrate 
progress on funded projects while awaiting formal publication. 

Increasing visibility and citations 
Preprints are made available immediately, ensuring that research is seen long before it 
undergoes journal peer review. Since they are freely accessible, they reach a broader audience 
including peers, policymakers, industry professionals and journalists and science 
communicators covering new developments. 

In principle, preprints can be disseminated through all possible channels, for example, email, 
institutional repositories, or research institution websites. As a rule, they are uploaded to 
preprint servers, which are usually dedicated to one or more specialist fields. Although no peer 
review takes place on these platforms, uploaded publications usually undergo a basic 
screening process to ensure that they are scientific and fit the disciplinary scope of the server. 
Preprint servers have often emerged from and are financed by scientific communities. Some 
are operated by research institutions or professional societies. Only rarely are they operated by 
publishers. 

Many preprint servers are indexed in major research databases like Google Scholar, Europe 
PMC, OpenAIRE, and CrossRef. This makes them searchable and discoverable by 
researchers worldwide, increasing readership and citations. 

Because preprints are open access and hosted on high-traffic platforms, they often rank well in 
search engines. This improves the likelihood of other scholars finding and citing the work, 
especially when compared to paywalled journal articles. 

Preprints can be cited in other research papers, policy documents, and grant proposals, even 
before formal journal publication. Some citation-tracking tools, like Altmetric and 
Dimensions, monitor preprint citations, contributing to an author’s research impact. 

Many researchers share preprints on platforms like Twitter, LinkedIn, and ResearchGate, 
further increasing their reach. Some preprint servers also allow commenting, facilitating 
discussions that attract attention to the research. 

Studies show that papers first released as preprints tend to receive higher citation counts 
when later published in journals. Early visibility means that more researchers can engage with 
and reference the work in their own studies. 

Enhancing collaboration opportunities 
Publishing research as a preprint fosters collaboration by making findings immediately 
accessible to a global audience, allowing researchers to engage with peers and experts before 
formal journal publication. Since preprints are freely available, they remove paywall barriers, 
enabling researchers from different institutions, disciplines, and countries—especially those in 
resource-limited settings—to engage with and build on each other’s work. 

By making work discoverable through search engines and academic databases, preprints 
attract attention from researchers who might want to collaborate. 

Preprints allow scholars from different disciplines to find and engage with research outside 
their primary field, leading to interdisciplinary collaborations that might not happen through 
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traditional journals. Sharing preprints on Twitter, LinkedIn, ResearchGate, and Mastodon, 
increase exposure and encourage direct outreach from peers interested in similar topics. Some 
preprint servers also integrate with ORCID, allowing easier networking. 

Preprints break down traditional barriers to collaboration by ensuring early, open, and 
widespread access to research. They facilitate engagement, networking, and interdisciplinary 
partnerships, ultimately accelerating scientific progress. 

Fulfilling funders' open access requirements 
Many funding agencies now require researchers to make their findings openly accessible to 
ensure the wider dissemination and impact of publicly funded research. Preprint publishing is 
an effective way to meet these requirements while maintaining control over intellectual 
property and journal submission plans. 

 

Photo by AltumCode on Unsplash 

A blog post by Robert Harrington on the scholarly kitchen website of the Society for Scholarly 
Publishing explores related issues in more depth. 

Preprints, Journals and Openness: Disentangling Goals and 
Incentives  

Much of the Twittersphere (I can still say this, right?) is alight with discussions 
on preprints, and a drive to consider open preprint peer review. The trigger 

https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2024/04/17/robert-harington-discusses-the-value-of-preprints-the-importance-of-peer-review-research-integrity-and-openness/


 

April 2025  518 
 

was the recent announcement by The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation of a 
shift in their OA policies for Gates grantees: they will no longer support article 
processing charges (APC) and will insist on deposit of the grantee’s work in a 
preprint server, while continuing to require immediate Green OA should the 
authors of those preprints choose to publish them in a journal. . — Robert 

Harrington 

Preprint servers assign Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) to uploaded manuscripts, making them 
permanently citable. Funders often require a DOI when reporting research outputs, and 
preprints provide an early, compliant record. 

Preprint servers offer a free way to share research openly, making it an accessible option for 
researchers with limited funding. 

Preprints contribute to FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) research 
principles, promoting transparency, reproducibility, and broader data sharing—key elements in 
many funders’ policies. 

Some funders require that research findings be available to the public immediately upon study 
completion. Preprints allow researchers to share results while waiting for journal peer review, 
ensuring funder requirements are met without delays. 

By making research open at an early stage, preprints help funders demonstrate return on 
investment by ensuring their funded work reaches policymakers, practitioners, and the public 
as soon as possible. 

Preprint publishing provides an immediate, cost-free, and funder-compliant way to share 
research. By meeting open access mandates, enhancing visibility, and ensuring persistent 
tracking, preprints help researchers align with funders’ requirements while maximizing their 
research impact. 

  

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/policies-and-resources/open-access-policy
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Risks and challenges of preprints 
Unlike peer-reviewed journal articles, preprints are not formally vetted, which raises concerns 
about credibility, misinformation, and premature conclusions. This chapter explores key 
challenges such as research integrity, ethical considerations, misuse of findings, and journal 
policies. Understanding these risks allows researchers to use preprints strategically and 
responsibly, ensuring they maximise benefits while mitigating potential drawbacks. 

 
Photo by Loic Leray on Unsplash  

Quality control and lack of peer review 
One of the main challenges of preprints is the lack of formal peer review, which means they do 
not undergo the rigorous evaluation process that ensures research quality in traditional 
journals. Since anyone can upload a preprint, there is a risk of flawed methodologies, 
incomplete data, or errors being disseminated before proper scrutiny. 

Without peer review, misinterpretations, exaggerated claims, or even misinformation can 
spread, especially if preprints gain media attention or influence public policy prematurely. This 
is particularly concerning in fields like health, social sciences, and policy research, where 
inaccurate findings could have real-world consequences. 

To address this, researchers should be transparent about the preprint status, encourage 
community feedback, and be prepared to update or correct errors before journal 
submission. While preprints accelerate knowledge sharing, critical evaluation remains 
essential to uphold research integrity. 

https://unsplash.com/@loicleray?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/man-on-rope-fCzSfVIQlVY?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Risk of misinformation and premature findings 
Preprints allow for the rapid dissemination of research, but this speed comes with the risk of 
misinformation and premature conclusions. Since preprints lack formal peer review, findings 
that are incomplete, flawed, or misinterpreted can quickly spread, especially when picked up 
by the media, policymakers, or the public. 

In fields like social sciences, health, and policy research, unverified claims can influence public 
opinion, decision-making, and even legislation before undergoing proper scrutiny. Additionally, 
studies with uncertain or inconclusive results may be taken out of context, leading to 
overstated or misleading interpretations. 

To minimise these risks, researchers should clearly label their work as a preprint, emphasise 
that findings are preliminary, and update or retract papers when necessary. Journalists and 
policymakers should also be cautious in citing preprints, ensuring that information is 
accurately represented and placed in the correct context. 

Issues of research integrity and plagiarism 
Preprints, while valuable for rapid knowledge sharing, pose challenges related to research 
integrity and plagiarism due to their lack of formal editorial oversight. Since preprints are not 
peer-reviewed before publication, there is a risk of: 

• Plagiarism and Duplicate Publication – Researchers may unknowingly or intentionally 
upload work that heavily borrows from existing studies without proper attribution. 
Additionally, some may attempt to claim priority for ideas by publishing low-quality 
preprints ahead of competitors. 

• Data Fabrication and Misconduct – Without journal-level checks, manipulated, 
incomplete, or misleading data could be shared, potentially harming public trust and 
academic credibility. 

• Unethical Research Practices – Studies involving human subjects, sensitive data, or 
ethical concerns may bypass standard ethical reviews, raising questions about 
responsible research conduct. 

To mitigate these risks, researchers should adhere to ethical guidelines, properly cite 
sources, and ensure transparency in their methods and data. Preprint servers also play a role 
by implementing plagiarism detection tools and reporting mechanisms to maintain research 
integrity. 

Concerns about priority and academic credit 
Preprints provide a way for researchers to establish priority by making their findings publicly 
available before formal journal publication. However, this raises concerns about intellectual 
ownership, academic credit, and citation practices. 

While preprints serve as timestamped records, some researchers worry that others may use or 
build on their ideas without proper acknowledgment. Unlike traditional journal publications, 
preprints may not always be recognised for promotions, funding applications, or institutional 
evaluations, leading some scholars to hesitate in sharing their work early. 
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To address these concerns, researchers should clearly cite their preprints in later 
publications, use platforms with DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) for proper attribution, and 
engage with the academic community to ensure their contributions are acknowledged and 
credited appropriately. Institutions and funders are increasingly recognizing preprints, but 
continued advocacy is needed to ensure they receive equal academic weight. 

Journal policies on preprints (Navigating submission rules) 
Journal policies on preprints vary widely, and researchers must carefully check submission 
rules before sharing their work. While many journals now accept or even encourage preprint 
submissions, others still consider them prior publication, making the manuscript ineligible for 
submission. 

To navigate these rules: 

• Check the journal’s policy – Many publishers provide clear guidelines on whether 
preprints are allowed (e.g., Wiley, PLOS, and Elsevier). 

• Understand embargo policies – Some journals require a waiting period between preprint 
posting and formal submission. 

• Acknowledge the preprint – When submitting, researchers should disclose if a preprint 
exists and include the DOI. 

Platforms like Open Policy Finder (formerly Sherpa Romeo) help librarians and researchers 
track journal policies on preprints. By staying informed, scholars can maximise the benefits of 
preprints without jeopardizing their chances of formal publication. 

A tool developed by JISC, Open Policy Finder is a comprehensive resource for researchers and 
institutions seeking information on open access policies for journals, publishers, and funders, 
including data archiving policies, and compliance tools. The platform provides clear and 
accurate summaries of publisher policies for journals and books, as well as funder 
requirements for archiving and publication. 

It includes an open access compliance checker and a transitional agreement look-up tool.  

It helps authors and institutions make informed decisions about open access publication and 
compliance. It offers a searchable database of policies from journals, publishers, and funders, 
including policies on data archiving.  

Key features: 

• Open Access Compliance Checker: Helps users determine if their journal or publisher 
complies with funder policies.  

• Transitional Agreement Look-up Tool: Helps users find relevant transitional agreements 
between publishers and funders.  

• Open Access for Books: Provides information on open access policies for books, 
including monographs, edited collections, and chapters.  

• Glossary: Offers definitions for terms related to open access and open policy finder. 

A list of publishers of academic journals by their submission policies regarding the use of 
preprints prior to publication is available on Wikipedia. Publishers' policies on self-archiving 
(including of preprint versions) can also be found on the Open Policy Finder website.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_academic_publishers_by_preprint_policy
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/
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Preprint myths 

 

Myth 1: If I post a preprint, I will get scooped 
One of the most persistent myths surrounding preprints is that authors can get scooped (where 
another group rushes to publish the same work first). However, not only are such stories 
incredibly rare, but preprints provide scoop protection. First, ideas and work can be stolen 
when presented in seminars or at conferences; in these formats, there are no protections 
against this happening. Preprints, on the other hand, may have a DOI (a permanent digital 
object identifier), ensuring that they are permanent records that form a normal component of 
the scientific literature. Preprints are citable, meaning that collaborators or others who use the 
results to develop new ideas can credit the work. Moreover, as preprints are free to read for all, 
this ensures that the scientific community can see who “published” the results first; given that 
science is reputation-based, this provides enhanced protection against scooping. Additionally, 
some journals have policies that consider preprints in the priority sequence of claims, thus 
preventing scooping.  

Myth 2: If I post a preprint then I cannot publish in my favourite journal 
This myth was perhaps true in the early days of posting preprints, but most journals now 
accept, or even support, preprints. Indeed, all the major publishers now own preprint servers 
and most journal policies support preprint posting. Many journals now also give you the option 
to upload a preprint when you submit your manuscript. To check your chosen journals' specific 
policies, you can use the Romeo/SHERPA tool or check for the relevant policies directly on 
journal websites. 
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Peer review provides limited improvements to preprints, at the expense of researcher time and 
money.  

Myth 3: Preprints are low-quality/there is junk on preprint servers 
Another persistent myth that prevents some from using and posting preprints is a notion that 
they are low-quality compared to peer-reviewed papers, or that anything can be uploaded onto 
a preprint server. However, most preprint servers require newly posted preprints to undergo 
basic screening to prevent misinformation or unreliable science being uploaded. Additionally, 
there is an increasing abundance of evidence supporting the quality of preprints overall. All this 
evidence points towards peer review providing limited improvements to preprints, at the 
expense of researcher time and money. Moreover, quality issues are also present in the peer-
reviewed literature, with low-quality, irreproducible and even fraudulent work passing “peer 
review.” Peer-reviewed papers should be treated with the same scepticism as preprints.  

Myth 4: It is dangerous to share work prior to peer review 
Linked to myth 3 is the notion that it is dangerous to share work prior to peer review as peer 
review is considered “the gold standard”. The problem with this is that it holds peer review as 
an infallible defence against poor-quality or incorrect science. Peer review can often be 
mistaken as a stamp of approval, but this may not always be true.  

Peer review is a critical process for ensuring research quality, but it is not infallible. Several 
limitations and failures can undermine its effectiveness including confirmation bias and 
subjectivity. Reviewers may favour research that aligns with their own views or established 
theories. Double-blind review can reduce bias, but in single-blind or open review, authors from 
prestigious institutions may receive preferential treatment. 

In the first-ever analysis of peer-review scores for postdoctoral fellowship applications, the 
system is revealed as being riddled with prejudice. The paper concluded that the policy of 
secrecy in evaluation must be abandoned. Despite efforts to counter bias, gender and racial 
bias still exist. In addition, studies show that systemic biases can affect acceptance rates for 
researchers from underrepresented groups. 

Reviewers may lack deep knowledge of the subject matter, leading to missed errors or 
acceptance of flawed methodologies. Fabricated or manipulated data can slip through the peer 
review process if reviewers do not have access to raw data. While journals use plagiarism 
detection software, subtle forms like self-plagiarism or idea theft can go unnoticed. Different 
reviewers often provide contradictory feedback, leading to arbitrary acceptance or rejection 
decisions. 

Novel or unconventional ideas may be rejected due to conservatism in academia, delaying the 
publication of breakthrough findings. Established researchers may use their influence to block 
competing theories from publication. 

Conclusion 

Preprints demand that readers assess work themselves and that poor proxies are not used 
instead. Effectively, this puts the attention back onto the content and quality of individual 
scientific articles. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/286750719_Nepotism_and_Sexism_in_Peer-Review
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6911688/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6911688/
https://doi.org/10.3145/epi.2019.jul.07
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The benefits of preprints are numerous and well-documented, particularly for early-career 
researchers. Although myths surrounding preprints persist, they are just that – myths! By 
dispelling some of those myths we hope to instil you with greater confidence in using preprints 
in your own work. 

Source: https://www.authoraid.info/es/noticias/details/1909/  

  

https://www.authoraid.info/es/noticias/details/1909/
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Preprint FAQs 
The Strategic Publishing University at Curtin University has published a useful list of frequently 
asked questions about preprints. The list below is an adapted  and extended version of their 
original list. 

Will a journal accept my paper if it has been on a preprint server? 
Preprints do not typically preclude publication. Some journals run their own preprint servers; 
others offer the option of loading your manuscript onto a preprint server at the same time as 
you submit it for publication (e.g. PLOS). This trend to continue as publishers grow to 
appreciate the value of preprints and how community input can help the author to improve their 
work and manuscript, leading to a better publication of record. However there are some 
journals, especially those with double blind peer review, where previously published preprints 
are not eligible. Remember to check the preprint policy of journals using the Open Policy Finder 
(formerly known as Sherpa Romeo). 

Do funders accept preprints as evidence of my publication track 
record in grant applications? 
The lack of a substantive body of work in support of a particular grant application or academic 
promotion can be a substantial obstacle to career advancement, particularly for young 
scientists.  

Papers submitted (or even accepted) but not yet published do not help, since the grant reviewer 
cannot judge the work. By contrast, the availability of preprints can provide a reviewer with the 
evidence they need to substantiate recent productivity, as well as support the work being 
proposed in the grant application. It can be argued that this creates more work for the reviewer, 
but this work results in the ability to perform a more informed review. How individual funders 
currently treat preprints is variable, and thus, their value to scientists in the way described is 
also variable. 

In the 2021 National Competitive Grant Program grants round, the Australian Research Council 
(ARC) excluded preprints from researchers’ publication track records and disqualified 32 early 
and mid-career researchers who included preprints in their applications. This caused an uproar 
in the scholarly community, especially amongst physicists and astronomers who routinely 
share their preprint versions. This policy was quickly overturned and for future rounds the ARC 
“will allow the referencing and inclusion of preprints in any part of a National Competitive Grant 
Program (NCGP) grant application. Most international funding bodies accept preprints. Learn 
more about international funder policies towards preprints. 

Don’t I risk being scooped if my work is made public ahead of the 
formal journal publication? 
The presence of arXiv provides a more than three decades history of what has happened, at 
least in other disciplines. The short answer, according to Paul Ginsparg, the creator of arXiv, is 
that intentional scooping is virtually absent in physics because these scientists are aware of the 
arXiv communication and do not tolerate such behaviour. Then, the question becomes whether 
the communities of other disciplines are somehow different in ethics or behaviour. Consensus 
appears this is not the case and there is no evidence that this is happening with current 

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/search
https://asapbio.org/funder-policies
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preprints. Furthermore, as preprints become more visible and commonplace (like arXiv), 
scooping will be become increasingly difficult. By contrast, with a non-public publication 
process, it is hard for authors to prove originality during this period if nothing about the work is 
registered in the public domain. Posters and oral presentations might prove originality, but they 
are often not publicly and persistently available or detailed enough to support the originality of a 
body of work. Preprints address this issue, and they can and should be cited. 

Don’t preprints imply low quality? 
Peer review adds significant value to research, pointing out errors or areas for improvement. 
Nevertheless, preprint authors must stand behind their submitted work, because it is a public 
disclosure (and hence a citable entity), albeit a non-peer-reviewed one. Even without peer 
review, their scientific colleagues will be reading and judging the work, and the authors’ 
reputations are at stake. Thus, scientists will be careful to disclose their best work that reflects 
their scientific abilities and expertise, so work of low quality would not be expected. This has 
been true of arXiv over the years, and the high-quality factor also seems to apply. 

How do I choose a licence for my preprint? 
Unless you have already submitted your work to a publisher or have some other funding 
arrangement whereby the IP in your work is owned by others, you are generally free to choose 
the licence under which your preprint will be published. You might choose to retain all rights or 
apply a Creative Commons licence. There is a lot of useful advice on this process on the 
ASAPbio licencing FAQ page. 

Can I promote my preprint to help others find it? 
Absolutely! This is one of the great things about preprints - they are available for anyone to read, 
share and comment on. However if you have lodged your preprint as part of the traditional 
publication process - i.e. at the same time as submitting to a journal - you may be limited in how 
much you can promote your work until the final published version is available. Check your 
publisher guidelines. 

How do I cite a preprint? 
Some preprint servers assign a DOI to preprints which makes them simple to cite - others such 
as ArXiv do not use DOIs but have their own persistent identification system which can be used 
in citation. See examples using the APA referencing style here. Check journal and funder 
guidelines to ensure you are citing in the style required. 

Can I upload a corrected version of my manuscript to a preprint 
server? 
Yes. The real value of the preprint model is that it allows comment and revision of your 
manuscript prior to formal publication. Amendments made because of suggestions by others 
can be formulated into a new version of your work and uploaded as a new version. If necessary, 
your manuscript can also be withdrawn. Different preprint servers handle versioning and 
withdrawal in different ways. You can read more about specific policies in the ASAPbio 
directory of preprint servers. 

For answers to more questions about preprints, check out the FAQs on the ASAPbio website. 

 

https://asapbio.org/licensing-faq
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/examples/preprint-article-references
https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers
https://asapbio.org/preprint-servers
https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-faq
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How to use and share preprints 
Effectively using and sharing preprints requires an understanding of the best platforms, 
formatting requirements, licensing considerations, and strategies for engagement. 

This chapter provides a step-by-step guide to choosing the right preprint server, preparing a 
manuscript for submission, and promoting preprints to maximise their impact. It also explores 
how to handle feedback, respond to critiques, and update preprints as research evolves. By 
following these best practices, researchers can confidently navigate the preprint landscape 
while ensuring their work reaches the right audience. 

Choosing the right preprint server (e.g., SocArXiv, SSRN, Research 
Square) 
Selecting the right preprint server is crucial for ensuring visibility, accessibility, and engagement 
with the right audience. Different platforms cater to specific disciplines and have varying 
policies on licensing, indexing, and integration with journals. 

For social sciences and humanities, key options include: 

• SocArXiv – A nonprofit, open-access preprint server for social sciences, offering 
community-driven moderation and indexing in repositories like OpenAIRE. 

• SSRN (Social Science Research Network) – A widely used platform covering economics, 
law, and social sciences, often linked to academic publishers. 

• Research Square – A multidisciplinary server with peer review integration and 
connections to journals, enhancing the publication workflow. 

When choosing a server, researchers should consider disciplinary fit, visibility, licensing 
options, and whether the platform integrates with journals they may later submit to. Ensuring 
alignment with research goals can help maximise the preprint’s impact. 

For more information and a more detailed list of preprint servers, refer the section entitled List 
of relevant preprint servers. 

Formatting and preparing your manuscript for preprint submission 
Before submitting a preprint, it’s essential to ensure the manuscript is properly formatted, 
clearly structured, and ready for public sharing. While preprint servers have fewer formatting 
restrictions than journals, following best practices enhances readability and credibility. 

Key steps include: 

• Use a clear structure – Follow standard academic formatting with a title, abstract, 
introduction, methodology, results, discussion, and references. 

• Check file formats – Most servers accept PDFs, Word documents, or LaTeX files. Ensure 
the file is well-formatted and accessible. 

• Include relevant metadata – Provide keywords, author details, and a research category 
to improve discoverability. 

• Disclose funding and conflicts of interest – Transparency adds credibility to your work. 
• Proofread carefully – Since preprints are publicly available, ensure the manuscript is 

free from major errors before submission. 
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By preparing a well-structured, polished manuscript, researchers can maximise the impact of 
their preprint and make it easier for readers to engage with their work. 

Licensing and copyright considerations 
When sharing a preprint, researchers must carefully consider copyright and licensing options to 
ensure their work is both protected and accessible. Most preprint servers allow authors to 
retain copyright, unlike traditional journals that may require copyright transfer upon 
publication. 

Key considerations include: 

• Choosing a license – Many servers offer Creative Commons (CC) licenses, such as CC 
BY, which allows unrestricted sharing with proper attribution. 

• Journal policies – Some publishers have restrictions on preprints, so researchers should 
check if their chosen journal permits submission after a preprint release. 

• Avoiding duplicate publication issues – Clearly indicate that the work is a preprint to 
differentiate it from final peer-reviewed publications. 

By selecting the right license and understanding copyright implications, researchers can 
balance openness with proper attribution and future journal submission requirements. 

How to promote your preprint (social media, institutional repositories, 
etc.) 
As with any research article, sharing a preprint effectively can increase its visibility, encourage 
feedback, and boost citations. Simply uploading it to a preprint server is not enough—active 
promotion is key to reaching the right audience. It is crucial to clearly state that the research is 
a preprint and has not yet undergone peer review to avoid misinformation and ensure 
transparency. 

Ways to promote your preprint: 

• Social Media – Share links on platforms like Bluesky, X, LinkedIn, and ResearchGate, 
using relevant hashtags and tagging collaborators or research groups. 

• Institutional Repositories – Many universities and research institutions allow 
researchers to archive preprints in open-access repositories, increasing discoverability. 

• Academic Networks – Platforms like Google Scholar, ORCID, and academia.edu can 
help track engagement and link preprints to your research profile. 

• Conferences & Webinars – Presenting preprint findings at academic events can 
generate interest and spark discussions. 

By strategically sharing preprints, researchers can expand their reach, engage with peers, and 
enhance the impact of their work before formal journal publication. 

Engaging with feedback and revising your work 
One of the key advantages of preprints is the opportunity to receive early feedback from the 
research community before formal peer review. Engaging with feedback effectively can 
strengthen your work and improve its chances of acceptance in a journal. 
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Check the preprint server regularly for comments and suggestions from other researchers. 
Some platforms allow direct discussion threads. 

Share your preprint on social media, academic forums, and with colleagues, inviting thoughtful 
feedback. If readers misunderstand aspects of your research, consider whether the writing, 
methods, or data presentation need better clarity. 

Incorporate meaningful suggestions to improve methodology, analysis, or interpretation. Many 
preprint servers allow versioning, so you can upload a revised version reflecting improvements. 
If specific feedback significantly influenced your revision, consider thanking contributors in 
acknowledgments. By actively engaging with feedback and revising your preprint, you enhance 
the quality of your research and increase its credibility before formal journal submission. 
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Integrating preprints into research and career 
development 
Preprints are not just a means of rapidly sharing research—they can also be a valuable tool for 
career development, funding applications, and institutional recognition. Understanding how to 
use preprints strategically can help researchers enhance their academic profile and maximise 
their research impact. 

Using preprints for grant applications and research impact 
Many funding agencies now recognise preprints as evidence of productivity when assessing 
grant applications. Since preprints are publicly available and citable, they can demonstrate 
research progress while journal submissions are under review.  

Make sure to provide a public record of findings, which may be useful for funders assessing 
research impact. 

How institutions and employers view preprints 
Attitudes toward preprints vary across institutions and disciplines. Some universities consider 
preprints as part of research output for promotions and tenure decisions, particularly in fields 
where they are widely used. Employers may value preprints for their role in demonstrating 
thought leadership and encouraging early engagement with the academic community. 

However, preprints should not be over-relied upon as a substitute for peer-reviewed 
publications, especially in hiring and evaluation processes where formal journal articles carry 
more weight. 

Ethical and best practices for citing and using preprints 
Using preprints responsibly is crucial to maintaining research integrity. Always clearly state that 
a preprint has not been peer-reviewed when citing it in research papers, grant proposals, or 
media discussions. 

When referencing preprints, use the DOI or official preprint server link to ensure traceability. 

Be cautious when using preprints as primary evidence, especially in sensitive fields where 
unverified findings could lead to misinformation. 

Leveraging preprints for early-career researchers 
For early-career researchers, preprints can be an invaluable tool in establishing a strong 
presence within the academic community. By providing an early record of research 
contributions, preprints can significantly enhance a researcher's profile, which is particularly 
beneficial when applying for jobs or fellowships.  

Engaging with the broader research community through preprints can lead to meaningful 
collaborations, invitations to conferences, and valuable networking opportunities that are 
essential for career advancement. Moreover, posting preprints allows young researchers to 
demonstrate their expertise and productivity, even before their work undergoes formal 
publication. This not only helps in building credibility but also showcases their ability to 
contribute to ongoing scientific discussions, thereby positioning them as active and innovative 



 

April 2025  532 
 

thinkers in their field. As a result, early-career researchers can leverage preprints to accelerate 
their professional development and make a lasting impact in their chosen discipline. 

 

Watch this YouTube video on The impact of preprints for early career researchers: ASAPbio 

Early-career researchers can effectively use preprints to enhance their career prospects by 
leveraging the unique advantages they offer in visibility, credibility, and networking. Preprints, 
which are research manuscripts shared publicly before formal peer review, allow researchers 
to disseminate their findings quickly and establish a permanent, time-stamped record of their 
work. This is particularly beneficial for early-career researchers who face tight timelines for 
applying to jobs, grants, or fellowships. By sharing their work as preprints, they can 
demonstrate productivity and stake priority claims in their field without waiting for the often 
lengthy journal publication process. 

Strategies 
Leverage social media platforms Sharing preprints on these platforms allows 

you to reach a broad audience, including 
peers, collaborators, and potential mentors. 

Engage in discussions around your 
preprint 

Responding to comments and tagging 
relevant experts in the field can amplify its 
reach and foster meaningful connections. 

Incorporate preprints into your 
professional profiles and applications 

Highlight your preprints as evidence of 
productivity and expertise, especially when 
formal publications are still in progress. 

Promote your preprints through academic 
conferences and seminars 

Reference your preprints during 
presentations or poster sessions, providing 
attendees with direct access to your work 
online. This not only increases visibility but 
also invites feedback from a diverse 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/zwCQXRIluSI?feature=oembed


 

April 2025  533 
 

audience, which can improve the quality of 
the research before journal submission. 
 

  
Collaborations can be initiated by 
promoting preprints within specific 
research communities 

For example, researchers may contact 
colleagues working on similar topics or 
coordinate joint publications based on 
complementary findings. Sharing preprints 
with collaborators or research groups can 
open doors to co-authorship opportunities 
and strengthen professional networks. 
 

engaging with indexing services that 
catalogue preprints—such as Google 
Scholar, Scopus, or Europe PMC—ensures 
that the work is discoverable by 
researchers worldwide. 

This broader accessibility increases the 
likelihood of citations and attention from 
other scientists in the field. 
By using these strategies thoughtfully, early-
career researchers can enhance the visibility 
of their work, establish credibility, and foster 
collaborations that contribute to long-term 
career success. 
 

 

The Centre for Open Science has prepared A Guide to Preprinting for Early Career Researchers 
that can be downloaded from their website. 

By integrating preprints into their research workflow, scholars can enhance their impact, attract 
funding, and build their academic reputation, while contributing to a more open and 
collaborative research culture. 

  

https://osf.io/preprints/osf/e59tk_v1
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Case studies and success stories 
Preprints have proven to be a powerful tool for social science researchers, enhancing the 
visibility of their work and facilitating engagement with a broader audience. Here are some 
examples of how preprints have benefitted social science researchers, along with key lessons 
learned from their use in policy and practice. 

Examples of social science researchers benefiting from preprints 
Dr Amit Batabyal, an economics professor at the Rochester Institute of Technology, has 
highlighted the importance of preprints in staying at the forefront of his field. By using the Social 
Science Research Network (SSRN), he ensures his research is quickly disseminated to a global 
audience, allowing him to engage with peers and contribute to ongoing discussions in real time. 
This strategy not only increases the visibility of his work but also facilitates collaboration and 
feedback, which are crucial for advancing research in economics and other social sciences. 

Dr Philip Cohen is, unequivocally, a proponent of open science. He’s a sociologist, a 
demographer, the director of graduate studies in Maryland’s sociology department, and the 
founder of SocArXiv — a free, non-profit, open-access repository containing a wide array of 
social science research. Read his take on how open scholarship generates opportunities. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, preprints became a vital tool for sharing research findings 
quickly, including in social science fields where timely data was critical for informing policy 
decisions. Researchers used preprint platforms to distribute studies on pandemic-related 
topics such as economic impacts, mental health, and public behaviour. This rapid 
dissemination enabled policymakers and academics to access cutting-edge insights without 
waiting for the traditional peer-review process, demonstrating how preprints can bridge the gap 
between research and real-world application. 

Preprints are a critical avenue for accelerating scientific communication, with many benefits for 
authors. Librarians are educating their constituents about understanding and using preprints, 
and how publishers enhance preprints to make them more discoverable and impactful. 
Librarians and partners from the publishing sphere collaborated to share their perspectives, 
vision, and practices around preprints in a dynamic panel. Preprint limitations were discussed-
including challenges to adding preprints to the scholarly communication landscape as an 
additional version type, and the cleaning of preprint data for indexing in peer-reviewed literature 
databases and preprint servers-alongside innovative initiatives being undertaken by publishers 
and repositories to address them. Speakers reviewed preprint metrics including what attention 
measures are available, with panellists sharing how preprints serve a different use case from a 
version of record, and the process publishers employ to elevate articles from preprint to final 
status. 

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/more-researchers-than-ever-are-using-preprints-heres-why
https://pact.umd.edu/news-updates/articles/open-scholarship-generates-opportunities
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2023/03/02/lack-of-sustainability-plans-for-preprint-services-risks-their-potential-to-improve-science/
https://www.academia.edu/98391878/Librarians_Positioning_Preprints_for_Success_The_Role_of_Preprints_in_Future_Scholarship_Training_and_Publishing
https://www.academia.edu/98391878/Librarians_Positioning_Preprints_for_Success_The_Role_of_Preprints_in_Future_Scholarship_Training_and_Publishing
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Image generated by AI using DALL-E 3 

Attendees gained valuable insight into how they can educate patrons on their use and 
production of preprints, their value and impact, how preprint metadata, quality, and indexing 
have improved, and their important role in the changing research landscape.  

 

Lessons learned from preprint use in policy and practice 
Preprints can significantly shorten the time it takes for research to influence policy. For 
instance, researchers working on economic resilience in sub-Saharan Africa uploaded 
preprints summarising their findings on how government interventions could support small 
businesses during economic crises. This quick dissemination allowed policymakers to access 
and implement recommendations before final peer-reviewed articles were available. 

Preprints create a dynamic space for feedback and collaboration. Environmental researchers 
who uploaded a preprint on climate change adaptation strategies received crucial feedback 
from local NGOs, which then helped tailor their findings to be more applicable to specific 
regional challenges. These interactions led to partnerships that might not have occurred with 
traditional journal publication. 

Preprints also help researchers reach outside the academic community. Social scientists 
focusing on poverty alleviation used their preprints to engage directly with community 
organisations, helping to bridge the gap between research and practice. By sharing their 
findings early, they sparked valuable conversations about effective intervention strategies. 

The rise of preprints and their value in social sciences 
and humanities 



 

April 2025  536 
 

In this short essay, I describe the experience I have gained from my own 
‘experiments,’ so to speak, on the actual value of non-peer-reviewed 

preprints in social sciences and humanities and whether they are beneficial 
for their authors. To present my ideas about the possible value of preprints as 

a means of (somewhat primitive) scientific publishing, the article will start 
with three cases, in which my preprints turned out to be useful and citable. 

Then, it proceeds to draw some short but worthwhile lessons for prospective 
authors. — Read this essay by Quan-Hoang Vuong 

These case studies demonstrate how preprints not only enhance research visibility but also 
serve as a tool for influencing policy, driving collaborations, and engaging the broader 
community. The lessons learned emphasise the importance of using preprints strategically to 
ensure that research has the widest possible impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.escienceediting.org/journal/view.php?viewtype=pubreader&number=197
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Resources and further reading 
List of relevant open access servers 

Africa specific 
 
AfricArXiv Multidisciplinary A dedicated platform to disseminate the findings of 

researchers across the continent, making them 
accessible to a global audience. By facilitating open 
access to scholarly work, UbuntuNet Alliance plays a 
pivotal role in advancing the principles of open science, 
enhancing research visibility, and driving innovation 
across Africa. 

Open 
Research 
Africa   

Multidisciplinary 
 

Open Research Africa publishes scholarly articles and 
other research outputs (e.g. posters, slides and 
documents), reporting basic scientific, scholarly, 
translational and clinical research across the physical 
and life sciences, engineering, medicine, social 
sciences and humanities.  
 
Submission to Open Research Africa is only open to 
researchers linked with their partner organisations.  
 
Submissions to Open Research Africa must be outputs 
of research funded by, or have at least one author 
affiliated to, a partner to be eligible for publication. 

   
Global 
AIJR 
Preprints 

Multidisciplinary AIJR Preprints is an open access Indian preprint 
repository which is indexed in Europe PMC and listed in 
OpenDOAR. 
 
The server is dedicated to publishing early research 
work from all academic fields. 
 
Currently, it is free to publish in the Working Paper 
Section, the Preprints Section, and the Coronavirus 
Section. 

AAS Open 
Research 

Multidisciplinary AAS Open Research is an innovative open-access 
platform established by the African Academy of 
Sciences (AAS) to enable immediate and barrier-free 
publication of research by AAS-funded and -affiliated 
researchers. Powered by F1000, this platform 
emphasises transparent peer review and aims to 
elevate African research on a global stage, fostering 
worldwide engagement among researchers. 
 
Diverse Publication Types: The platform accepts a wide 
range of research outputs, including traditional 
research articles, clinical trials, method articles, 

https://info.africarxiv.org/
https://openresearchafrica.org/
https://openresearchafrica.org/
https://openresearchafrica.org/
https://preprints.aijr.org/index.php/ap
https://preprints.aijr.org/index.php/ap
https://old.aasciences.africa/aas-open
https://old.aasciences.africa/aas-open
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replication studies, data notes, negative or null 
findings, and case reports. 
 
Researchers can publish their findings without delays, 
ensuring timely dissemination of knowledge. The 
platform employs an open peer-review process, 
promoting accountability and constructive feedback. 
 
Authors retain rights to their work under a Creative 
Commons Attribution (CC-BY) license, allowing for 
broad dissemination and reuse with proper attribution. 

agriRxiv Agriculture Global preprint service for agriculture and allied 
sciences. 

APSA 
Preprints 

Political Science 
and related 
disciplines 

Free-to-access prepublication platform developed 
through a collaboration of the American Political 
Science Association and Cambridge University Press. 

arXiv Multidisciplinary 
(primarily Natural 
Sciences, 
includes 
Economics) 

An early adopter and promoter of preprints arXiv 
(pronounced as "archive") is an open-access repository 
of electronic preprints and postprints (e-prints) 
approved for posting after moderation, but not peer 
review. 
 
Its success in sharing preprints was one of the 
precipitating factors that led to the open access 
movement. As of November 2024, the arXiv submission 
rate is about 24 000 articles per month. 

Authorea Multidisciplinary A collaborative writing platform that can be used as 
preprint server 

ChinaXiv Multidisciplinary ChinaXiv is an open repository and distribution service 
for scientific researchers primarily in natural science, 
but featuring certain other disciplines, which accepts 
scholarly preprints and conditionally accepts published 
articles. 

EdArXiv Education A preprint server developed by the education research 
community for education researchers. The server 
allows researchers to post and search working papers, 
unpublished work, conference materials, and articles 
under review (preprints). 

E-LIS Library and 
Information 
Science 

An international open access repository for academic 
papers in Library and Information Science. 

Gates Open 
Research 

Multidisciplinary Provides all Gates-funded researchers with a version of 
record venue to publish any results they think are worth 
sharing. Before publication on Gates Open Research, 
all articles have been published as a preprint on our 
associated preprint server, VeriXiv. 

HAL Open 
Science 

Multidisciplinary In France, HAL is the national archive chosen by the 
scientific and academic community for the open 
dissemination of its research results. The repository is 
also at the service of researchers affiliated to foreign 
academic institutions, whether public or private. 

https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/journal/agrirxiv
https://preprints.apsanet.org/engage/apsa/public-dashboard
https://preprints.apsanet.org/engage/apsa/public-dashboard
https://arxiv.org/
https://www.authorea.com/
https://chinaxiv.org/home.htm?&&&&&&&&&locale=en
https://osf.io/preprints/edarxiv
http://eprints.rclis.org/
https://gatesopenresearch.org/
https://gatesopenresearch.org/
https://hal.science/?lang=en
https://hal.science/?lang=en
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HCommons Humanities hcommons.social is a microblogging network 
supporting scholars and practitioners across the 
humanities and around the world. 

hprints Arts, Humanities 
and Social 
Sciences 

A Nordic, open-access repository aiming to make 
works freely accessible to a wide academic audience. 
hprints is an example of "green" open access, where 
authors self-archive their works in a repository, making 
them freely available 

IndiaRxiv Multidisciplinary Launched to improve the quality of science in India. 
IndiaRxiv accepts submissions from African 
researchers, aiming to boost research quality and 
encourage open access in the global south. 

Knowledge 
Commons 

Multidisciplinary A network for knowledge creators across the 
disciplines. Discover the latest open-access 
scholarship and teaching materials, make 
interdisciplinary connections, build a WordPress 
website, and increase the impact of your work by 
sharing it in the repository. 

Mastodon Multidisciplinary Mastodon is a decentralised social network. It is not a 
preprint server as such but works in concert with such 
servers. Researchers are increasingly using Mastodon 
as a platform for scholarly communication and 
engagement, particularly after shifts from platforms 
like Twitter/X. 
 

MediArXiv Communication 
Sciences 

Preprints for media, film, and communication research. 

MetaArXiv Multidisciplinary: 
Focus on social 
science 

An interdisciplinary archive of articles focused on 
improving research transparency and reproducibility 
 Maintained by The Berkeley Initiative for Transparency 
in the Social Sciences. 

Research 
Square 

Multidisciplinary Established in 2013 and acquired by Springer Nature in 
2022, the server accepts submissions from all fields of 
research, such as physical, biomedical, and social 
sciences. 

SOCArxiv 
 

Social Sciences An "open archive of the social sciences. It also hosts 
papers in the areas of arts and humanities, education, 
and law. 

Zenodo Multidisciplinary Zenodo allows researchers to share and preserve their 
research outputs, including datasets, software, 
reports, and other digital artifacts, while also ensuring 
they are easily citable with a DOI. 

 

Further reading and some first-hand stories 
• Open science and preprint best practices (Learn more about preprints)  
• Preprint servers: The Story Continues (an overview of preprint servers) 
• Arguments in favour of open access 
• Key guidelines from funders and journals from Open Policy Finder 
• Preprint stories (What happens when you preprint) 

https://hcommons.social/
https://hal-hprints.archives-ouvertes.fr/
https://ops.iihr.res.in/index.php/IndiaRxiv
https://hcommons.org/
https://hcommons.org/
https://joinmastodon.org/
https://mediarxiv.com/
https://osf.io/preprints/metaarxiv
https://socopen.org/
https://zenodo.org/
https://asapbio.org/preprint-info
https://openscience.eu/article/infrastructure/preprint-servers-story-continues
https://open-access.network/en/information/open-access-primers/arguments-and-reservations
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/
https://asapbio.org/preprint-info/preprint-stories
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• A 10-step guide to organising your preprint event 

Special mention: SocArXiv 

SocArXiv is an open archive of the social sciences, providing a free, non-profit, open access 
platform for social scientists to upload working papers, preprints, and published papers, with 
the option to link data and code. SocArXiv is dedicated to opening social science, to reach more 
people more effectively, to improve research, and build the future of scholarly communication. 

FAQ 

Here is a basic how-to guide to using SocArXiv. This offers step-by-step instructions for 
uploading a paper, attaching supplemental materials, uploading a new version of the paper if 
you revise it, and linking your paper to the published version in a journal. 

How do I upload a paper? 

What is SocArXiv’s moderation policy? 

What can I post to SocArXiv? 

How should I license my work on SocArXiv? 

What about other research materials? 

Does a specific journal I have in mind allow me to share preprints in SocArXiv? 

Does Google Scholar index SocArXiv? 

Do papers that are upload to SocArXiv receive a Digital Object Identifier? 

What are the benefits of using SocArXiv? 

What is the legal status of SocArXiv? 

How can we make sure that SocArXiv isn’t just bought up by Elsevier or some other 
company the way SSRN was? 

What are the Center for Open Science and the Open Science Framework? 

Why use SocArXiv versus other sites? 

Can I withdraw a paper already posted? 

 

Special mention: Humanities Commons  

Humanities Commons, the sharing and collaboration network for people working in and around 
the humanities. Discover the latest open-access scholarship and teaching materials, make 
interdisciplinary connections, build a WordPress Web site, and increase the impact of your 
work by sharing it in the repository.  

https://asapbio.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ASAPbio-organise-preprint-event-aw-2-compressed-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b6fLVD4jnDS3AF1gCEeBWFR9SvHVU5_GpjomZThTyA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#How%20do%20I%20upload%20a%20paper
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20is%20SocArXiv's%20moderation%20policy
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20can%20I%20post%20to%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#How%20should%20I%20license%20my%20work%20on%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20about%20other%20research%20materials
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#Does%20a%20specific%20journal%20I%20have%20in%20mind%20allow%20me%20to%20share%20preprints%20in%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#Does%20Google%20Scholar%20index%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#Do%20papers%20that%20are%20upload%20to%20SocArXiv%20receive%20a%20Digital%20Object%20Identifier
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20are%20the%20benefits%20of%20using%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20is%20the%20legal%20status%20of%20SocArXiv
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#How%20can%20we%20be%20sure%20that%20SocArXiv%20isn%E2%80%99t%20just%20bought%20up%20by%20Elsevier%20or%20some%20other%20company%20the%20way%20SSRN%20was
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#How%20can%20we%20be%20sure%20that%20SocArXiv%20isn%E2%80%99t%20just%20bought%20up%20by%20Elsevier%20or%20some%20other%20company%20the%20way%20SSRN%20was
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#What%20are%20the%20Center%20for%20Open%20Science%20and%20the%20Open%20Science%20Framework
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#Why%20use%20SocArXiv%20versus%20other%20sites
https://socopen.org/frequently-asked-questions/#Can%20I%20withdraw%20a%20paper%20already%20posted?
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Humanities Commons is a trusted, nonprofit network where humanities scholars can create a 
professional profile, discuss common interests, develop new publications, and share their 
work. The Humanities Commons network is open to anyone. Watch video for more info or visit 
their website. 

Special mention: Zenodo 

Built and developed by researchers, to ensure that everyone can join in Open Science. 

The OpenAIRE project, in the vanguard of the open access and open data movements in Europe 
was commissioned by the EC to support their nascent Open Data policy by providing a catch-all 
repository for EC funded research. CERN, an OpenAIRE partner and pioneer in open source, 
open access and open data, provided this capability and Zenodo was launched in May 2013. 

In support of its research programme CERN has developed tools for Big Data management and 
extended Digital Library capabilities for Open Data. Through Zenodo these Big Science tools 
could be effectively shared with the long-tail of research. 

The big advantage of using Zenodo to archive your research artefacts is its ability to host large 
files in any data format. You can archive anything from digital works such as images, videos and 
documentaries, to 3D models and everything in between. Total files size limit per record is 
50GB. Higher quotas can be requested and granted on a case-by-case basis. 

https://hcommons.org/
https://hcommons.org/
https://about.zenodo.org/policies/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/DFe1OJVoGPw?feature=oembed
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https://www.youtube.com/embed/GMHRalMTjcY?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/DhRTQlauPS8?feature=oembed
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Conclusion 
Preprints revolutionise research dissemination by making new findings immediately available, 
fostering collaboration, and increasing visibility. As academia continues to embrace open and 
rapid publishing, preprints will remain a key tool in accelerating scientific progress. 

Sources 
Preprints as tools to advance careers. Hindle S, Sever R, Nature Reviews Cancer (2024) 24(9) 
591-592 

Open Access Network. (2025, 01 22). Open Access Network. Retrieved from Open Access 
Network: https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints  

Preprints Involving Medical Research—Do the Benefits Outweigh the Challenges? Flanagin A, 
Fontanarosa P, Bauchner HJAMA (2020) 324(18) 1840-1843 

The evolution, benefits, and challenges of preprints and their interaction with journals, Smart P 
Science Editing (2022) 9(1) 79-84 

https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints
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