THE IMPRINT OF EDUCATION (TIE):
A LONGITUDINAL COHORT STUDY OF AFRICAN ALUMNI OF THE MASTERCARD FOUNDATION
SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Research team and partners

The Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), under the leadership of Professor Sharlene
Swartz, Dr Alude Mahali and Dr Andrea Juan are leading this study, supported by four senior
scholars as deputy principal investigators, viz. Professor Relebohile Moletsane of the University
of KwaZulu-Natal, Professor David Everatt of the University of the Witwatersrand’s School of
Governance, Professor Crain Soudien who holds an honorary appointment at the Nelson Mandela
University and Professor Catherine Odora Hoppers of Gulu University.

The research team further comprises of country partners, co-researchers, emerging researchers,
research trainees, and a project management team. All are African, or based in African
institutions, and nearly half of the team are women. In addition to frequent engagements with the
Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program Advisory Group (SPAG), there is a small flexible senior
advisory group from both the African continent and of international renown. In partnership with
the Mastercard Foundation, a strong team with technical skills, experience and local contextual
knowledge was constituted. The study will seek to engage Alumni and Mastercard Foundation
institutional partners as collaborators in the study, including in determining the direction of the
study, and agreeing to the study design. For participants, we have ensured there are activities
throughout the course of the study that will develop their capacity, and ensure that the study is
of both immediate and long term benefit, to themselves as individuals, but also to their (former)
institutions and communities.

Below is a brief bio-sketch of researchers on the project.
Principal Investigators (3)

1. Professor Sharlene Swartz is the Divisional Executive of the Inclusive Economic Development
research programme at the HSRC. She is Professor in Philosophy at the University of Fort Hare
and an adjunct Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Cape Town. Her research
focuses on social redress and what she terms ‘navigational capacities’ for the just inclusion of
young people in a transforming society and in the Global South, alongside the role of
progressive moral education and dialogue to bring about social change. She is currently the
President of the International Sociological Association’s Research Committee on Youth, is the
chief editor of the Oxford Handbook of Global South Youth Studies and has recently authored
Youth citizenship and the politics of belonging (2013); Another Country: Everyday Social
Restitution (2016), Moral eyes: Youth and justice in Cameroon, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and South
Africa (2018) and Studying while black: Race, education and emancipation in South African
universities (2018). Her role in the project will be as Principal Investigator and overall Project
Leader. She will be responsible for data collection in the site we have called ‘the Diaspora’,
and take overall responsibility for LA3-5.

2. Dr Alude Mahali is a Chief Research Specialist in the Inclusive Economic Development
research programme at the HSRC. She brings with her strengths in project management and
the development of innovative participatory research tools. Her research interests include
race, gender, language and the sociology of education. She has experience in qualitative
longitudinal, multi-site and mixed methods research. She is a Co-Principal Investigator on the
study, and is leading Learning Activity 2 (Research as Intervention) and is also responsible for
data collection in Uganda.



3. Dr Andrea Juan is a Senior Research Specialist in the Inclusive Economic Development
research programme of the HSRC and is a co-principal investigator in the Trends in
International Maths and Science study. She is a Co-Principal Investigator on the study and will
lead Learning Activity 1, the Alumni Tracer Study.

Deputy-Principal Investigators (4)

4. Professor Relebohile Moletsane is a Full Professor, the JL. Dube Chair in Rural Education in the
School of Education, and Pro-vice Chancellor for Social Cohesion at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa. From 2009 - 2012, she was the South African PI of an HIV Prevention
Leadership Fellowship led by Columbia University and UCLA and funded by the MACAIDS
Foundation. The fellowship trained cohorts of young professionals in developing and
implementing HIV prevention interventions in their organisations or communities. More
recently, her work focuses specifically on working with girls and young women to address
sexual violence in rural communities. As part of this, she is co-PI with Claudia Mitchell, of an
[PaSS grant: Networks for change and well-being: Girl-led ‘from the ground up’ policy-making
to address sexual violence in Canada and South Africa. Moletsane was a 2014 Echidna Global
Scholar at Brookings Institutions’ Centre for Universal Education, where she completed a
research report: The Need for Quality Sexual and Reproductive Health Education to Address
Barriers to Girls’ Educational Outcomes in South Africa. Washington, DC: Centre for Universal
Education, The Brookings Institution. Her role in the project will be as Deputy-Principal
Investigator and provide expertinput on emancipatory visual methodologies, rurality, gender
as well as intervention projects for Alumni (Learning Activity 2 Research as intervention). She
also contributes to Learning Activity 4 Hindsight Reports on Mentoring and Transitions.

5. Professor David Everatt is the head of the Wits School of Governance, University of the
Witwatersrand, in South Africa. His research foci and expertise include public policy analysis,
quantitative research, governance, social exclusion and development studies. He is well
known for his work on various youth surveys during South Africa’s transition to democracy
as well as his ground-breaking work on young people and social compacts in nation building.
His role is as Deputy-Principal Investigator with a focus on the tracer study (Learning Activity
1) and contributes to Learning Activity 3 Intergenerational Insights on Leadership and Identity
and Learning Activity 4 Hindsight Reports on Mentoring and Transitions.

6. Professor Crain Soudien was educated in the fields of education and African Studies at the
Universities of Cape Town, South Africa and the State University of New York at Buffalo. His
PhD dissertation from Buffalo was on South African youth identity. He is a former deputy vice-
chancellor of the University of Cape Town, where he remains an emeritus professor in
Education and African Studies and the former Chief Executive Officer of the Human Sciences
Research Council. He has an honorary appointment at the Nelson Mandela University. His
publications in the areas of social difference, culture, education policy, comparative
education, educational change, public history and popular culture include four books, four
edited collections and over 220 articles, reviews, reports, and book chapters, includinga 2017
publication entitled Nelson Mandela: Comparative Perspectives of his Significance for
Education. He has an A-rating in the South African research system. He is involved in a
number of local, national and international social and cultural organisations and is
chairperson of the Independent Examinations Board, former chairperson of the District Six
Museum Foundation, a former president of the World Council of Comparative Education
Societies, and has served as the chair of three Ministerial Committees of Enquiry, including
the Ministerial Committee on Transformation in Higher Education and the Ministerial
Committee to Evaluate Textbooks for Discrimination. He is a fellow of a number of local and
international academies and serves on the boards of a number of cultural, heritage, education
and civil society structures.



7. Professor Catherine Odora Hoppers is a Professor Extraordinarius, University of South Africa.
She is a scholar and policy specialist on International Development, education, North-South
questions, disarmament, peace, and human security. She is a UNESCO expert in basic
education, lifelong learning, information systems and on Science and Society; an expert in
disarmament at the UN Department of Disarmament Affairs; an expert to the World Economic
Forum on benefit sharing and value addition protocols; and the World Intellectual Property
Organisation on traditional knowledge and community intellectual property rights.

She got a Masters and PhD in International Education from Stockholm University, Sweden;
was a recipient of an Honorary Doctorate in Philosophy from Orebro University (Sweden),
and an Honorary Doctorate in Education from Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in
South Africa. In South Africa, Professor Hoppers was awarded Professor Extraordinarius in
2019 at University of South Africa (Pretoria). She held a South African Research Chair in
Development Education at the University of South Africa (2008-2018) a National Chair set up
by the Department of Science and Technology. Prior to that, she was a technical adviser on
Indigenous Knowledge Systems to the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Arts, Culture,
Science and Technology (South Africa) and led the Task Team to draft the national policy on
Indigenous Knowledge Systems. She was a Distinguished Professional at the Human Sciences
Research Council; an Associate Professor at the University of Pretoria; a visiting Professor at
Stockholm University (Sweden) where she led the Systems Research Collaboration (Sweden
and South Africa), bringing together policy makers and professionals in the academia in the
two countries. She was formerly a member of the International Faculty of the United Nations
International Leadership Academy (Amman-Jordan); and more recently, Prof Hoppers was
appointed to the Faculty in the Master of Arts in Indigenous Science and Peace program at the
UN University for Peace in the University for Peace in Cosa Rica (2021).

She is a member of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf, 2002), and was a member
of the Academy of Science Special Panel on the Future of Humanities (South Africa). She
serves as member of the Board of the PASCAL International Observatory (initiated by the
Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development Countries (OECD)), and was the
Scientific Coordinator and Campus Director for the Council for the Development of Social
Science in Africa (CODESRIA) Annual Social Science Campus (2006). She is a Fellow of the
African Academy of Sciences (AAS, 2012) and was the Chair of the African Academy of Science
Membership Advisory Committee on the Social and Cultural Sciences (2014). In 2013, she
was appointed by the Minister of Higher Education (South Africa) as Member of the Task
Team on the Ministerial Project on the Future of the Humanities and Social Science.

She has addressed the International Bar Association, the Swedish Research Council, and
Academy of Science of South Africa, the British House of Lords (British Parliament), and the
Royal Dutch Shell. She was the Goodwill Ambassador for Makerere University in Kampala
Uganda; and Ambassador for Non-Violence at the Durban Universities’ International Centre
for Non-Violence. She was given the Presidential Medal of Honour by the President of Uganda
on the 9th October 2013, marking Uganda’s Golden Jubilee, for her ground-breaking academic
research and leadership. She received the South African National Pioneers Award for her
contribution to the development of Indigenous knowledge systems since 1994, given at the
Freedom Park in 2014 (South Africa).

In July 2015, she received the Nelson Mandela Distinguished Africanist Award from HE Thabo
Mbeki for her pursuit of the total liberation for the African continent through the promotion
of Indigenous Knowledge Systems of Education and in the same year, Prof Hoppers was
awarded “Woman of the Year” by the University of South Africa, and was named as a “Leading
Educationist” and was honoured in the Gallery of Leadership as the 63 most influential people
who have shaped Unisa since its inception in 1873, in a permanent exhibition in Kgorong



Building in UNISA. In 2017, Professor Hoppers received the distinction from UNESCO as an
Honorary Fellow in Lifelong learning. She is the Founder and Director, Global Institute for
Applied Governance in Science, Knowledge Systems and Innovations (Uganda). She holds a
Professorship in Education at Gulu University (Uganda).

Co-Researchers and Country Partners (12)

8. Dr Gérard Birantamije holds a PhD in Political and Social Sciences from the Université Libre
de Bruxelles. He is currently the deputy director of the Center for Analysis and
Interdisciplinary Research on Development in the Great Lakes Region (CARID-RGL) and was
previously Lecturer and Quality Assurance Director at Université du Lac Tanganyika in
Burundi. Birantamije’s research focuses on issues of governance and peace-building in the
Great Lakes Region; he has previously also conducted research into the student experience
and student politics in Africa. His role in the project is as Researcher with co-responsibility
for data collection and analysis in Rwanda.

9. Dr Getnet Bitew holds a PhD in Education from University of Melbourne and another PhD in
Education from the University of Innsbruck in Australia. He has previously worked as an
African Research Fellow in the Inclusive Economic Development research programme at the
HSRC, as Senior Education Evaluation Specialist in Addis Ababa, and as Associate Professor
and Dean of College of Education of Addis Ababa University from 2011 to 2016. He has
extensive experience in the field of education working in Ethiopia. His role in the project is as
the coordinating Researcher with co-responsibility for data collection in Ethiopia.

10. Dr Mushoni Bulagi is a Research Specialist in the Inclusive Economic Development research
programme at the HSRC. He majored in Agricultural Economics during his undergraduate and
honours studies at the University of Limpopo. He further went on to obtain a Masters in
agricultural economics majoring with macroeconomics at the same university in 2013. He
graduated with a DCom thesis focused on efficiency and productivity of small-scale sugarcane
growers in KwaZulu-Natal. His research interest includes performance management in
different firms, dynamics of innovation and development economics. He continues to
collaborate with both national and international scholars in the field of efficiency analysis and
have published in national and international conferences.

11. Mr Krish Chetty is a Chief Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research
programme at the HSRC. His core research interests focus on Knowledge Management, Digital
Inclusion, the Future of Work, Financial Technologies and Renewable Energy. He previously
worked in the HSRC’s BRICS Research Centre where he championed large studies of the
FinTech market in Sub-Saharan market, a review of the Platform Economy in South Africa and
developed a framework for promoting digital skills suitable for the labour market. He worked
closely with a network of researchers from BRICS and the Global South to find solutions to
the challenges of poverty, inequality and unemployment. His past research projects have
provided him experience in the following areas: SDG Indicator construction, economic
modelling, infrastructure financing, HIV monitoring and evaluation, and macroeconomic
policy to target employment creation to address unemployment, poverty and inequality.

He has experience in both the public and private sectors in data warehouse management, data
modelling and research, having worked at the Financial and Fiscal Commission, FNB
Corporate Banking and Allan Gray. He has presented at numerous international conferences
and won first prize at the BRICS Young Scientists Contest in 2015, in Sevastopol Russia. He
completed a Master of Knowledge and Information Management (Cum Laude) at Stellenbosch
University. His undergraduate degree is a BSC in Computer Science (2003).
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Dr Adam Cooper is a Senior Research Specialist in the Inclusive Economic Development
research programme of the HSRC and specialises in educational sociology. His role in the
project is as Researcher with co-responsibility for data collection and analysis in Kenya. He is
leading Learning Activity 5 focussed on foresight reports in under researched topics affecting
young graduates such as disruptive technologies and the future of work in the fourth
industrial revolution, mental health challenges, and financial management in resource poor
environments.

Dr Issahaka Fuseini is a Lecturer at the University of Ghana. He holds a PhD from Stellenbosch
University, South Africa, and has extensive collaborative research experience having worked
on research projects across Ghana, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Zambia, South Africa and Namibia often
applying qualitative methodologies complemented by GIS techniques. His current research
interest spans group formation and community mobilisation among vulnerable groups in
urban settings, collaborative local-level governance rooted in bottom-up decision making as
well as urban poverty, informality and inclusive urban development. His role in the project is
as Researcher with co-responsibility for data collection and analysis in Ghana.

Dr James Jowi, the founding executive director of the African Network for the
Internationalisation of Education (ANIE), an autonomous organization based at Moi
University, Kenya. Dr Jowi has participated in a number of comparative studies in the African
higher education sector. His PhD, which he completed in 2018 at the University of Twente in
the Netherlands, focused on forms of leadership, including transformative leadership,
amongst university deans in Kenya. A recent project that he participated in explored how
educational institutions support students through mentorship. His role in the project is as
Researcher with co-responsibility for data collection and analysis in Kenya.

Professor Thierry Luescher is a Strategic Lead on Equitable Education in the Inclusive
Economic Development research programme at the HSRC. He is an Adjunct Professor at the
Nelson Mandela University, an affiliated Associate Professor of Higher Education at the
University of the Free State, South Africa. His role in the project is as Researcher with co-
responsibility for Rwanda, as well as the coordinator of the transformative projects
component of Learning Activity 2 (Research as Intervention). In addition he, in collaboration
with Dr Mahali, provides training and capacity development to country partners.

Dr Lebogang Mokwena is a Chief Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research
division of the HSRC. She recently completed her PhD as a Prize Fellow in the Sociology
Department of the New School for Social Research (NSSR), New York. She holds a Master of
Arts and an MPhil degree in Sociology (NSSR) and a further MA in Poverty and Development
Studies from the University of Sussex. Professionally, Lebogang has worked in the non-
governmental sector conducting research on participatory development planning at the local
state level and, more recently, in the South African civil service with a focus on Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET). In terms of her civic contributions, Lebogang
serves on the boards of the Touwsrivier Solar Community Trust in which capacity she also
serves on the board of the Trust’s hydroponic farm. She is passionate about multimodal
transportation active mobility and is the founder of Learn2Cycle, a social initiative that
teaches women how to cycle.

As one of the chief researchers on the IED/TIE project, Lebogang is principally responsible
for leading and supporting the TIE alumni panel survey. Specifically, she is charged with
devising and implementing communication and other strategies to mitigate attrition and non-
response rates among the study participants.

Ms Zama Mthombeni is a Chief Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research
programme at the HSRC. Currently pursuing her PhD in Development Studies through the
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University of KwaZulu-Natal, her research explores the socio-economic implications of the
fourth industrial revolution technologies on South African citizens, given the context of South
Africa’s widening inequality gap. She holds undergraduate degrees in the Social Sciences
(political science and international relations) from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. She has
two Masters degrees in Public Policy and in Local Economic Development which were both
acquired from the University of KwaZulu-Natal.

Prior to joining the HSRC, she was employed at the Ethekwini Municipality as a Monitoring
and Evaluation intern and also worked as an academic Tutor at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal. Her research focus is primarily on the social sciences, public policy and social
development. She recently authored two journal publications and a book chapter both
relating to the role language policies play in higher education institutions in reducing barriers
to access. She has also contributed to policy development on monitoring and evaluation at the
local government. She has presented at several local conferences.

Dr Anthony Mugeere is a Research Fellow at ACODE, a public policy think-tank based in
Kampala, Uganda. He is currently the Programme Manager of the Enhancing Climate
Resilience in Vulnerable Communities and Inclusion of Women and Youth in the Governance
of Uganda’s Natural Resources (ERIWY) project which is supported by Care International in
Uganda. Over the past few years, he has been involved in several sub-national, national and
international engagements on climate change—including COP25 (Madrid, Spain). Anthony
holds a PhD in Sociology (University of Gothenburg, Sweden) and specializes in teaching,
research and advocacy in climate change, disability and health studies. He holds both a
Masters and Bachelor of Arts degrees in Sociology and is also a trained journalist. He is also a
lecturer of Sociology of Health and Environment at the Department of Sociology &
Anthropology (School of Social Sciences), Makerere University (Uganda) and has published
articles in peer reviewed journals and contributed chapters in books on various subjects. He
is widely travelled across the global for his study and work (over 20 countries) and held
various academic placements in several universities in Africa, Europe, Asia and the United
States of America (USA). His role in the project is as a Researcher with co-responsibility for
Uganda.

Dr Angelina Wilson is a Senior Lecturer in Educational Psychology at the University of
Pretoria, South Africa. Until December 2020, she was a Research Specialist in the Inclusive
Economic Development research program at the HSRC and holds an appointment as an
honorary senior lecturer at North West University, Potchefstroom Campus in South Africa.
Her expertise and research interests lie in the area of wellbeing, including mental health for
graduates and in the workplace. Her role in the project is as Co-Researcher with responsibility
for Ghana.

Capacity development

The HSRC is committed to developing the capacity of novice researchers and so a number of
upcoming researchers are included in the study - at all levels, from conducting fieldwork,
conceptualising the study, conducting fieldwork, analysing data, writing research reports/papers
and disseminating findings. Each member of the research team works in partnership with a
novice researcher. They are:

20.

Ms. Phomolo Maoba is a Senior Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research
programme at the HSRC. She holds a Masters degree in Sociology from the University of
Johannesburg. Her Masters Dissertation focused on the impact of the traditional practice of
child marriage on the livelihoods of young female children who experience it first-hand.
Additionally, her Honours paper looked at the various social factors that affect inclusion in
higher education institutions. Previously, she was a Masters Research Trainee within the
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HSRC’s Impact Centre, where she contributed to various projects including the National
Covid-19 Antibody Study; and the SABSSM VI Study. Her research interests are in the areas of
inequality in education institutions, gender inequality in society, unemployment, economic
inclusion and participation, as well as decent and sustainable livelihoods. Her role in the
project is to provide research support across all learning activities.

Ms Leya Mgebisa is a Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development research programme
at the HSRC. Her research interests are in democracy, governance and citizenship as they
relate to education and the aesthetics of the built environment. She graduated from Rhodes
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Psychology, a Bachelor of Arts Honours
and Master of Arts in Sociology from Stellenbosch University. She has worked in the higher
education sector providing administrative, research ethics and institutional permission
support. In addition, she has worked in the EdTech industry coordinating the documentation
and implementation of the course iteration process for universities partnered with 2U and
edX. Her role in the project is to provide research support across the Learning Activities.

Ms Nothando Ntshayintshayi is a Senior Researcher in the Inclusive Economic Development
research programme at the HSRC. The key areas of her research include the role of
government, the education system and family in aiding the development and advancement of
young African females. She holds a Bachelor of Social Science in Geography and
Environmental Management and a Masters degree in Developments Studies from the
University of KwaZulu-Natal. Her thesis is titled, Exploring the factors that contribute to
shaping the goals, aspirations and resilience of young African females in KwaMashu
Township, Durban. Prior to joining the HSRC, she worked as an Intern Researcher in Rural
Development and Economic development projects at UMSIZI. Her role in the project is to
provide research support across Learning Activities.

Ms Mamela Siwendu is a Research Assistant in the Inclusive Economic Development research
programme at the HSRC. She holds an undergraduate degree in Social Anthropology and
Organisational Psychology from the University of Cape Town. Additional to this qualification,
she completed a postgraduate diploma in Human Resources Management from the University
of Cape Town, as well as a postgraduate diploma in Public Health from the University of the
Western Cape. Prior to joining the HSRC, she worked in the fields of health research, NGOs
and renewable energy. Her role in the project is to provide research support across Learning
Activities.

In addition, the HSRC is hosting eight Young Africa Research Fellows (post-Masters) on a two-
year programme. Recruited from Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, South Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe,
they are collecting and collating literature on the structural barriers to young people finding
fulfilling work and giving back to their communities. They will also curate a virtual museum that
documents these barriers in a visually appealing way.



Project management (2)

The research team is supported by a project management team that consists of Tania Fraser and
Vuyiswa Mathambo.

24. Ms Tania Fraser is a Division Administrator at the HSRC, and has been with the HSRC since
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2008. Working alongside principal investigators and the project manager, her role in the
project is to provide administrative and financial support. Some of the flagship projects she
has worked on include: the UNIID (Universities, innovation and inclusive development in
Africa) - a project with multiple African partners; and the Labour Market Intelligence
Partnership (LMIP) Project, an HSRC-led consortia tasked with supporting South African
government’s goal to build a national skills planning mechanism.

Ms Vuyiswa Mathambo holds a Master of Public Health degree from Umea University in
Sweden, a Bachelor of Social Science Honours (Social Anthropology) and a Bachelor of Social
Science from the University of Natal (now the University of KwaZulu-Natal). She also has a
Certificate in Advanced Project Management from Extended Learning at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal as well as a Certificate in Programme Management from the University of Cape
Town. Prior to joining the HSRC, she worked as a Project Coordinator at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal on the University Capacity Development Programme and the Education and
Emancipation Project. Her role in the project is as Project Manager responsible for
coordinating all components of the study.



