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The paradox of climate change: 
Too much carbon, or too little? 
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The paradox of climate change: 
Too much carbon, or too little? 
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The paradox of climate change: 
Too much carbon, or too little? 

The answer is that either way we need to 
move to a low-carbon development 
trajectory – NOW! 

We need to develop a Green Economy, 
while providing for the energy needs of 
developing communities 
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Climate Change 
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Baseline: Pent up demand for basic 
services 

Photos by Susan Cook 
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Baseline: negative externalities  
- defective housing and energy systems  

Photos by Susan Cook 
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Central message of WSSD: 
President Thabo Mbeki 

   … emphasised that poverty alleviation is a necessary pre-
condition for sustainable development to be effected, saying  

   "…a global human society based on poverty for many and 
prosperity for a few, characterised by islands of wealth, 
surrounded by a sea of poverty, is unsustainable" (WSSD, 
2002).   

   He made explicit the fact that the marginalised poor, on the 
edge of survival, are not concerned with sustainable 
development.  

   

 MMF Ferraz, PhD Thesis, UJ, 2011 
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University of Johannesburg response to 
climate change – an Engaged University 

Government – University Interactions 

 

 

 

 

UJ and SeTAR Centre Research Projects 

University and Community 

University, Community, Industry in 
partnership for a Green Economy 
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Energy poverty and climate change 

   We need alternative energy and renewable 

environmental solutions to help address the issues that 

hold communities in poverty.  

   It is our view that a focus on climate change is the 

wrong message for developing communities – climate 

protection will rather happen as a consequence of 

local action to provide safe, efficient, affordable 

energy services 





 
 

Strategy must take 
the entire human 
settlement condition 
in to account and not 
just look at energy as 
a standalone service 
delivery issue 



Energy for Sustainable 
and Shared Economic 
Growth for All 
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Take home message 

  The University retains the role to lead change by research, 
by training and engagement with government, community 

and industry .  

  Integrated energy planning is needed to meet 
environmental risks, social, economic and political factors, 

also in the non-electrified sectors of the energy economy. 

  Need for safe, healthy, affordable energy services for 

developing communities as the key contribution to Climate 

Protection at the local level.  
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